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On behalf of everyone at North, I would 
sincerely like to thank you - our loyal 

members - for your continued support. Your 
unwavering dedication and passion is critical for 
our future success. 

As we move into 2018, I couldn’t be more 
excited about the opportunities that lie ahead.

With a raft of new faces joining the club 
following the National and Rookie Drafts, the 
excitement amongst the playing group and 
coaches is palpable. 

In recent months we have also been framing 
up the next stage of our club strategy: Next 
Generation Growth. Our focus is to build both 
long-term prosperity and sustained football 
success. We have worked hard to build a solid 
and stable platform and must now capitalise to 
build and sustain a golden era. 

KEY INITIATIVES INCLUDE:
•  Developing our current list and next 

generation of players to drive an era of 
sustained football success

• VFL and AFLW teams
•  Growing our footprint in our designated 

zones of North Melbourne, Tasmania and 
Wyndham

•  Expanding our Arden St training facility to 
host training and games for AFLW and VFL

•  Strengthening engagement with members, 
supporters and key stakeholders

• Enhancing and diversifying revenue
•  Continuing our genuine commitment to 

community

NEW TEAMS
The introduction of two new teams - a 

standalone VFL outfit in 2018 and our own 
AFLW team in 2019 – has added an incredible 
amount of excitement. The potential associated 
upside is enormous.

Having a VFL side will allow us to build 
our list-depth and take full control over the 
development of our talented young players. 
By having full access to players for all training 
sessions and games, our coaches can achieve 
greater continuity and educate them more 
efficiently on the game-plan, ensuring a 
seamless transition into senior football.

Securing an AFLW licence is a significant and 
overdue achievement. We continue to lead the 
way in women’s football having partnered with 
the Melbourne University Women’s Football 
Club since 2010. Obtaining an AFLW licence is 
an important step for us in our engagement and 
development of female athletes and supporters. 
It will help us diversify as a club and grow our 
footprint, not only in North Melbourne but also 
in Tasmania and Wyndham. Our partnership 
with the Tasmanian Government and our 
associated commitment to talent development 
are critical parts of our expansion.

CEO
MESSAGE

FROM THE 

The opportunity for our club 
in positioning ourselves at the 
heart of this new commercial 
and residential suburb are 
incredibly significant.
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ARDEN STREET FACILITY AND PRECINCT
To provide the new AFLW and VFL teams 

with state of the art training facilities, a match-
day venue and additional office space, we will 
undergo a multi-million-dollar expansion of 
our Arden St home. New changerooms and 
facilities are our first priority with planning well 
underway. We aim to commence construction 

in April 2018 with completion in time for the  
2019 AFLW season. As part of this development, 
we will ensure the oval can host games by 
adding coach’s boxes, interchange benches, 
proper lighting and a scoreboard.

Our aim is to bring football matches back to 
Arden St while also creating a training facility 
that will serve us well for decades to come.

Artist impressions of the new Arden St 
extension complete with coach’s boxes

Digital image of 
proposed extension 
onto outdoor 
basketball court
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This brings me to the massive once-in-a-
generation change that will be taking place 

around us over the next 10 years. Directly 
across the road from us will be the new North 
Melbourne underground station, which is part 
of the Melbourne Metro construction project 
commencing in early 2018. Ultimately, sitting 
above the station will be a new commercial 
and residential suburb housing 35,000 office 
workers and 20,000 residents. Add to these 
numbers the expected 20,000 new residents in 
the recently rezoned Macaulay area immediately 
to our north, and you get a sense for how our 
local area will totally transform over the coming 
decade.

The opportunities for our club in positioning 
ourselves at the heart of this new commercial 
and residential suburb are incredibly significant.

We are hoping to help shape the future of 
the broader Arden precinct.  We made a formal 
submission to the Victorian Planning Authority 
last year with a proposed comprehensive 
masterplan to develop a world-class sports 
and recreation hub for the benefit of the future 
North Melbourne community.

Some 56 hectares of land between Macaulay 
Road, Dryburgh Street and the Upfield Rail 
Corridor will be transformed to accommodate 
the upcoming significant population growth and 
our club sits right at the heart of this precinct.

Our proposal would create significant benefits 
for the local community with associated access 
for the club, similar to the existing model with 
our facility. 

OUR VISION INCLUDES:
•  An indoor gym and sports centre with a 

large synthetic oval
•  A second indoor centre with four multi-use 

hard courts
• An indoor aquatic centre with a 50m pool
• An outdoor synthetic oval with lighting
• Sports changerooms and social rooms
• A café and other shops

A major sports and recreation hub of this 
nature would not only benefit the community, 
it would also be a significant drawcard for our 
players, providing a point of difference by being 
the largest and most accessible sports facility so 
close to the city. While other clubs have chosen 
to move to the suburbs in order to expand, we 
will have the capacity to stay and grow our 
spiritual home.

The proposed transformation of the Arden 
precinct will be one of Victoria’s largest 
infrastructure projects and shapes as an amazing 
opportunity for our club.
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FINANCIAL POSITION
We continue to make great progress in 

improving our balance sheet and strengthening 
our financial position. We were pleased to 
recently announce the club’s 2017 net profit of 
$242,656 – the ninth in the past ten years. 

With the ongoing devotion and commitment 
of our members, we also paid down our bank 
debt by $400,000 taking our remaining legacy 
debt down to $850,000.

The profit (after depreciation and 
amortisation) of approximately a quarter of a 
million dollars was a tremendous result given 
softness in revenues associated with a tougher 
year on-field, and reflects the strong financial 
discipline we have been able to achieve 
in recent years. Full credit goes to all our 
management and staff who work tirelessly to 
deliver these results.

THANKS TO OUR COMMERCIAL PARTNERS
The loyalty and support we continue to 

receive from our longest standing and major 
partner, Mazda, has been tremendous. It is one 
of the longest standing and most significant 
commercial relationships in the AFL and will be 
20 seasons strong in 2018.

Another long-term partner of the club, Spirit 
of Tasmania, continues to be the sole match day 

partner for all games played in Hobart as well as 
the coaches’ apparel sponsor. 

Canterbury, our apparel partner, and Hello 
Solar, shorts partner, are both amidst long-term 
commitments to our club.

We also received fantastic support from 
Chemist Warehouse, INC Sports Nutrition, 
Powershop, Anytime Fitness, ASG, Victorian 
Responsible Gambling Foundation, McDonalds, 
Blundstone, PFD, Coach House Dairy, Interactive, 
Work Wear Group, Allied Express, Munich 
Brauhaus, Remedy Kombucha, City of Hobart, 
Beiersdorf, Gatorade, Coca-Cola and Ascot Vale 
Leisure Centre.

On behalf of our chairman, Ben Buckley, and 
the club’s Board and management, I wish you all 
the very best for 2018 and thank you again for 
your support.

I look forward to seeing you when the home 
and away season kicks off in March. 

Go North, 

Carl Dilena
Managing Director & CEO
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2017CLASS OF
North went into the 2017 Draft with high 

hopes and didn’t leave disappointed after 
snaring top prospect Luke Davies-Uniacke with 
pick 4 - the club’s earliest selection since 2006.

Rated by some experts as the ‘most complete 
midfielder in the Draft’, Davies-Uniacke is strong-
bodied, and can also go forward and kick goals.

“We’ve watched him very closely over a long 
period of time, and he’s a penetrating player, 
he’s a game-breaking player,” Brad Scott said.

“Some of his games this year, particularly 
around finals, were absolutely elite and match-
winning.” 
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Midfielder  | Height: 187cm  |  Weight: 85kg

Midfielder  | Height: 187cm  |  Weight: 78kg

Midfielder  | Height: 186cm  |  Weight: 87kg

Ruck/Forward  | Height: 201cm  |  Weight: 93kg

Midfielder  | Height: 177cm  |  Weight: 78kg

Midfielder  | Height: 187cm  |  Weight: 80kg

Wing/Forward  | Height: 187cm  |  Weight: 75kg

Defender  | Height: 182cm  |  Weight: 83kg
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9 NORTH
SWALLOW

FLIES

An unconventional club captain that led by 
example rather than with words, Andrew 

Swallow epitomised what it meant to be a 
Shinboner.

The tough inside midfielder built his career 
on the contested side of the game – so much so, 
he ended his decorated career ranked 4th all-
time in the AFL for tackles.

“Andrew made life in the coach’s box much 
easier,” North coach Brad Scott said.

“There have been few as brave and 
determined. He led by example with his tenacity, 
uncompromising attack on the ball and man, 
and his professionalism both on and off the field.

After taking over as captain from Brent 
Harvey, Swallow led the Roos to four finals 
campaigns in 2012, 2014, 2015 and 2016, 
including two preliminary finals. 

A three-time Syd Barker medallist, Swallow 
was a rising star nominee in 2006, All-Australian 
squad member in 2010, 2011 and 2012, and 
represented the country in 2011.

“He always showed great poise and 
resilience,” Scott said.

“He was level headed under pressure and 
let his actions do most of the talking. He set a 
great example for our younger players including 

our current captain, Jack Ziebell. He leaves a 
tremendous legacy built through hard work, 
strength of body and mind, and real character.”

After announcing his retirement, Swallow and 
his family headed north to spend time with his 
brother, David. 

CAREER STATISTICS

GAMES 224
GOALS 80
KICKS 2146
HANDBALLS 2484
DISPOSALS 4630
MARKS 649
TACKLES 1480

RECRUITED FROM East Fremantle (WA)
DRAFTED No. 43, 2005 National Draft
DEBUT Round 8, 2006 v Fremantle
SHINBONER NUMBER 927 
NORTH MELBOURNE CAPTAIN 2012-2016
SYD BARKER MEDALLIST 2009, 2011, 2012
ALL_AUSTRALIAN SQUAD 2010, 2011, 2012
AFL RISING STAR NOMINEE 2006
INTERNATIONAL RULES 2011
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THOMAS12 6HANSEN
FAREWELL FAREWELL
LINDSAY LACHY

Lindsay Thomas’ transformation not only as 
a player, but also a person, during his time at 

Arden St has been nothing short of remarkable.
It’s something the small forward reflected on 

when speaking about his move to Port Adelaide.
“It hasn’t quite sunk in yet that I’m finished at 

the footy club,” Thomas said. 
“I’ve basically grown up at the footy club … 

Coming in as an 18-year-old kid I didn’t know 
what to expect. I couldn’t look people in the eye, 
I couldn’t talk [because] I was really shy.

“People actually thought I was arrogant 
because I didn’t look at them or give them too 
much.

“They’ve helped me so much in that aspect of 
my life, coming out of my shell and putting me 
in positions where I can now go to functions and 
be able to talk in front of big amounts of people.

“Now that I’m finished [at North] doesn’t mean 
I’ll stop loving the club, I still support them.”

Thomas will go down as one of the club’s best 
small forwards. Originally from South Australia, 
Thomas was drafted with pick No.53 in 2006 
and played 205 games across 11 seasons with 
North. He also booted 325 goals. 

“I thought I’d only last here two or three years 
then I’d eventually move back to Adelaide but I 
fell in love with North Melbourne. They treated 
me so good and they treated my family so 
good,” he said.

“I owe them my life because they did save my 
life, I guess.”

CAREER STATISTICS

GAMES 205
GOALS 325
KICKS 1680
HANDBALLS 644
DISPOSALS 2324
MARKS 594
GOAL ASSISTS 148

RECRUITED FROM Port Adelaide (SA)
DRAFTED No. 53, 2006 National Draft
DEBUT Round 1, 2007 v Collingwood
SHINBONER NUMBER 935 
NMFC LEADING GOALKICKER 2010, 2013

Known as one of the best intercept marks 
in the AFL in his prime, Lachlan Hansen’s 

ability to read the play was supreme. 
Recruited from the Gippsland U18s with pick 

#3 in the 2006 National Draft, he made his 
debut in Round 1, 2007. 

The No. 6 went on to play 151 games for 
North across 11 seasons and was a dynamic and 
versatile asset.

“Lachy quickly forged a reputation as an 
excellent intercept mark in the AFL and formed 
a solid backline alongside the likes of Robbie 
Tarrant, Michael Firrito and Scott Thompson,” 
North coach Brad Scott said.

Picked up as a defender, he was just as 
effective in the forward line booting 81 goals 
across his career. 

Hansen’s unique character meant he was 
highly respected by the players and fans.

“I’ve been playing footy for eleven years, so I 
owe North Melbourne a lot,” Hansen said in his 
farewell speech at the club’s Syd Barker medal 
event.

“I can’t thank North enough. I’ve made 
lifelong friends that I’ll have forever.” 

CAREER STATISTICS

GAMES 151
GOALS 81
KICKS 1266
HANDBALLS 815
DISPOSALS 2081
MARKS 929
CONTESTED MARKS 193

RECRUITED FROM Gippsland U18
DRAFTED No. 3, 2006 National Draft
DEBUT Round 1, 2007 v Collingwood
SHINBONER NUMBER 933 
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GIBSON43 MULLETT
FAREWELL 17FAREWELL

SAM AARON

A gut-busting runner and reliable 
midfielder, Sam Gibson’s career at North 

was quite remarkable.
Recruited from the Box Hill Hawks in the VFL, 

the then 25-year-old mature-age recruit didn’t 
miss a beat.  

His determination, durability and willingness 
to compete made him a much-admired player 
and leader at Arden St and was the reason 
Adelaide traded for him at the end of the 2017 
season. 

While initially shocked with the trade he 
holds no hard feelings.

“North Melbourne gave me an opportunity 
when no one else would. They gave me six 
wonderful years and I have really, really good 
relationships with both players and staff, and 
they’re memories I’ll cherish forever.”

After making his debut in Round 12, 2012, he 
forged ahead to play 130 consecutive games in 
the royal blue and white stripes - setting a new 
club record.

“Sam is without question, one of the most 
determined and dedicated players going 
around,” Brad Scott said. 

“It’s a credit to him that he was able to begin 
his career late, as a 25-year old rookie, and 
become an integral player at the elite level for 
us.”

CAREER STATISTICS

GAMES 130
GOALS 51
KICKS 1560
HANDBALLS 1324
DISPOSALS 2884
MARKS 697
TACKLES 342

RECRUITED FROM Box Hill (VFL)
DRAFTED No. 63, 2011 Rookie Draft
DEBUT Round 12, 2012 v Gold Coast
SHINBONER NUMBER 972 

A speedy defender with a penetrating left 
boot, Aaron Mullet played 85 games for 

North after making it onto the club’s list as a 
rookie in 2010.

Despite a career-best year, he and the club 
parted ways at the end of the season and the 
25-year-old landed at Carlton.

“Aaron fought hard for promotion off the 
rookie list on two occasions early in his 
career, which showed his dedication and 
perseverance,” North General Manager of 
Football Cameron Joyce said.

Mullett averaged 20 disposals in 18 games in 
2017.

CAREER STATISTICS

GAMES 85
GOALS 37
KICKS 955
HANDBALLS 473
DISPOSALS 1428
MARKS 311

RECRUITED FROM Eastern Ranges
DRAFTED No. 34, 2011 Rookie Draft
DEBUT Round 22, 2011 v Fremantle
SHINBONER NUMBER 968 

Former North champion Alex Ishchenko also 
departed after several years as ruck coach.
Todd Goldstein, who in 2015 won North’s 

best and fairest award and All Australian 
selection, paid tribute to Ishchenko’s role in his 
development.

“I’m indebted to Alex and the work he’s done 
with me over the journey,” Goldstein said.

“His experience and knowledge of the ruck 
craft and the game has been invaluable.”

North also farewelled Corey Wagner, Will 
Fordham and Matt Taylor, as well as assistant 
coach Brad Green. 

OTHER DEPARTURES
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LOADED
LOCKED

AND

North locked down a host of talent with a 
firm eye on the future.  

Brad Scott recommitted until at least 2020 
vowing to lead the club back to the finals and 
hunt down a premiership.

“I’ve been extremely impressed by the way 
the club has stuck to the strategy this year 
through periods of adversity. The football club 
has been rock solid this year,” Scott said.

After a breakout season, Ben Brown 
reaffirmed his loyalty signing a two-year 
contract extension, keeping him a Roo for 
at least the next three seasons. Brown was 
instrumental for North and kicked 63 goals from 
22 games, finishing third in the Coleman medal 
race after the home and away season. 

Scott Thompson put pen to paper on another 
year. The 2013 Syd Barker medallist and All-
Australian has represented the royal blue and 
white on 200 occasions since his debut in 
Round 1 2008.

Experienced veteran Jarrad Waite also 
accepted an additional year, taking him into a 
16th AFL season. 

DEALS DONE

2020
Brad Scott (2-year contract extension) 
Ben Brown (2-year contract extension) 
Taylor Garner (2-year contract extension) 
Jy Simpkin (2-year contract extension)

2019
Shaun Higgins (1-year contract extension) 
Sam Durdin (2-year deal) 
Trent Dumont (2-year deal) 
Nick Larkey (1-year contract extension) 
Marley Williams (1-year contract extension)

2018
Jarrad Waite (1-year deal) 
Scott Thompson (1-year deal) 
Ben Jacobs (1-year deal) 
Declan Mountford (1-year deal) 
Oscar Junker (1-year deal) 
Daniel Neilson (1-year deal) 
Cameron Zurhaar (1-year deal)

Brad Scott all smiles after 
agreeing to a contract 
extension until 2020.
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He proved what he could do with an injury 
free run and he impressed with a level 

of ferocity and raw talent most players can 
only dream of having.  Off the back of his 
most promising season to date, True North 
can exclusively reveal North young gun 
Taylor Garner has penned a two-year contract 
extension until at least the end of 2020.

A past littered with injury has hopefully built 
up enough determination and resilience to see 
the up and coming star take yet another leap.

 “It was rewarding to finally be able to put 
some games together and repay the faith 
the club had placed in me. Now they’d be 
right to expect even a bit more  ... and being a 
competitor that hates losing, I’ll be expecting a 
lot more from myself,” Garner told True North.

The 24-year-old says he’s heading into the 
2018 season with a level of confidence he’s 

never had before, and hopes to add another 20-
plus games to his 34 game career.

“I’ll definitely be eyeing some time in the 
midfield and really want to take my game to the 
next level,” he said.

“I’ll be hoping to offer some more flexibility to 
Brad [Scott] and the side by being able to play on 
the ball, in the forward line or even on a wing.”

The new year also brings a change in jumper 
number, with the high flyer to wear the number 
6 vacated by Lachlan Hansen. Worn by past 
greats including Shannon Grant, Arnold Briedis 
and John Dugdale, Garner is looking to make the 
number his own.

“I am very honoured to take on the number  
6, I am looking forward to what next season 
has in store and hopefully I can do the number 
proud.” 

MOMENTUM
GARNERING

T R U E N O R T H

Exclusive
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He’s one of the game’s brightest up and 
coming stars, however Ben Brown’s AFL 

career was almost snuffed out before it even 
began.

On his way to the mainland from Tasmania 
in a bid to finally crack the bigtime via the VFL 
in 2013, the tall forward recalls hitting a major 
roadblock.

“It was really hot. I reckon it was a 35-degree 
day,” Brown told True North.

“I was going to play with Werribee and I’d 
set off in my old bomb of a car – I’d loaded it 
up with all my gear headed for the Spirit of 
Tasmania to make the trip to Victoria.

“Halfway to Devonport from Hobart I blew 
the radiator. I had the music up too loud so 
I couldn’t hear the car start to go on me. So 
there I was, stuck on the side of the road, in the 
middle of nowhere, surrounded by paddocks 
and sheep.”

Luckily, Brown had just enough reception on 
his mobile phone to send an SOS but time was 
running out with the ship about to leave the 
dock.

“I was able to call my dad and he and 
mum raced two cars out to meet me,” Brown 
explained.

“They left me with one of the cars and said, 
‘Leave your car here, take ours and keep going 
so you can get on the Spirit.’

“In a panic, I thought I’d miss the ship and 
stuffed my chance to play in the AFL.

Thanks to some hasty driving, Brown was 
able to make it on board, but only just. As he sat 
relieved on the Spirit, watching the Tasmanian 
coastline disappear, there was no way Brown 
could have known at the time his parents’ 
selfless act had set him on a course that would 
eventually lead him to Arden St.

Sliding
DOORS

By Angelo Campagna
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Only 20, Brown was already years behind 
those in his age group who were already 
playing in the AFL. When he arrived at Avalon 
Airport Oval to play with the Werribee Tigers, he 
remained determined not to let age become a 
barrier to his ambition.  Before long, he received 
praise through his tireless work ethic and strong 
overhead marking, booting bags of three or more 
majors on six occasions in his first season.

So rapid was his progression, an AFL call up 
was all but inevitable and North Melbourne 
was in the box seat because of a long-standing 
affiliation with the Tigers.

Overlooked in three previous Drafts, Brown’s 
time had finally come. It was a case of third-
time-lucky. The Roos snared Brown with Pick 47, 
and in doing so, acquired much more than just a 
phenomenal talent.

It was a perfect match. For North, it was able to 
secure a future leader for its ageing forward line 
and for Brown, the club’s links to his home state 
offered an ideal scenario.

“I couldn’t have gone to a better club,” Brown 
said.

“The club allows me to spend some extra 
time with my family and do my own recovery 
whenever we play down in Tasmania. That 
balance is really important for me.”

Things couldn’t have worked out better. 
Brown’s rapid rise continued and he eventually 
took over from club champion, Drew Petrie, who 
vacated the full-forward post at the end of 2016.

“I felt a great sense of happiness seeing Ben 
own North’s forward line this season,” Petrie told 
True North.

Petrie pointed to the 2014 Elimination Final 
against Essendon as the moment Brown’s star 
was born.

“North hadn’t won a final since 2007, and I 
remember feeling so much pressure leading in 
to the game,” Petrie said.

“For a young bloke like Ben to stand up like he 
did showed experience beyond his years.”

Brown and Petrie combined that day to kick 
six majors between them.

“The three goals Browny kicked in the third 
quarter dragged us out of the depths of an 

embarrassing loss,” Petrie continued.
“I may have kicked a couple of goals late, but I 

honestly hope it doesn’t blur people’s memory 
of just how important Ben was in that third 
quarter. Without his heroic efforts we would 
have exited the finals without giving a yelp.”

Like Petrie did throughout his years at Arden 
St, Brown offers so much more to North than 
just his on-field ability. Those who know him 
best describe a considerate and kind man who 
enriches those around him.

“I’ve no doubt that not being drafted as an 
eighteen year old, and moving to Melbourne to 
play VFL for Werribee, forced Browny to show 
maturity beyond his years,” Petrie said.

“He knew where he wanted to go and wasn’t 
going to waste his opportunity. He is a great 
ambassador for the footy club. He is very 
engaging with the fans and always has time to 
chat to anyone.”

Brown’s generosity is undeniable and this 
year, he completed endless hours of community 
and charity work.

From official ambassador for Lend a Hand 
to Hugo – a charity that supports children 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) - to 
campaigning for marriage equality, and sitting on 
North’s gender equality working group, Brown 
has become a true leader and role model.

“I am proud of what he has done with his 
footy ability, but I am prouder of the human 
being that he is,” Brown’s uncle and former 
Collingwood Premiership player James Manson 
recently told News Limited.

A Jim Stynes Community Leadership Award 
nominee, Brown and his now wife, Hester, 
spent more than 200 hours of their own time, 
volunteering for various initiatives. That is 200 
hours on top of an already-packed football 
schedule.

Only 24, and with a flourishing career ahead 
of him, Brown has become North’s new number 
one forward after kicking 63 goals in only 
his fourth AFL season.  To cap off what was 
a standout year, he was selected in the All-
Australian squad of 40 and received a call up to 
International Rules Series. 

In October, he inked a new deal to keep him 
in the royal blue and white stripes until the end 
of 2020.

But he knows all too well, that things could 
have been a whole lot different.

“Maybe we wouldn’t be sitting here today 
if mum and dad hadn’t made that three-hour 
round trip to the middle of nowhere to pick me 
up and make sure I made that trip to Victoria all 
those years ago.”

As for the future, nothing is for certain, but all 
indicators point to Brown being remembered as 
one of North’s most inspirational players - on 
and off the field. 

SLIDING DOORS
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ROOS NEWS
North Melbourne was 

super-competitive in 2017 
despite unleashing a season-
high 11 debutants. 

The Roos finished 15th on 
the ladder with just six wins 
but left no one in doubt about 
the bright future that lies 
ahead.

With five losses by less than 
a kick, it was the brave way in 
which North’s young brigade 
played that gave supporters 
plenty to look forward to.
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It was a throwback to the good old days 
when North staged a pre-season game at 

Arden St against the Hawks. 
Tickets to the highly anticipated warm-up 

sold out fast with 4,000 fans cramming into 
the famous venue. 

The Roos made it a day to remember 
with a 21-point win and by introducing 
an elephant at halftime in a nod to the 
infamous 1978 incident. 

The home side booted five goals in the 
third term with big man Braydon Preuss 
delighting fans with his physical play. 

A KICK IN IT 

Against the odds, North took it right up to 
the competition despite fielding a young 

and inexperienced side for much of the year.
While the signs were more than 

encouraging for the future, the outlook could 
have been much rosier with five games lost 
by under a kick:
• Round 2: Geelong - 1 point
• Round 4: Bulldogs - 3 points
• Round 5: Fremantle - 3 points
• Round 14: Bulldogs - 1 point
• Round 16: Fremantle - 4 points

The results, although not desired, hold the 
club in good stead for the future. 

FOOTY RETURNS TO ARDEN STREET 
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BLIGHT, A TRUE LEGEND 

After 50 seasons of football as a decorated 
player and coach, Malcolm Blight has 

accomplished almost everything the game 
has thrown at him – including Legend status 
in the AFL Hall of Fame. 

That honour was bestowed on him this 
year, and capped off a remarkable career. 

Blight played 341 games for Woodville 
and North Melbourne, booting 803 goals. 
He played 14 state games for Victoria and 
South Australia, and captained both. He also 
coached North (playing coach), Geelong, 
Woodville, Adelaide and St Kilda. 

As dynamic as any player to have played 
the game, Blight stunned fans with his 
sublime skills, spectacular marking and 
freakish ability to kick goals from impossible 
positions – including 70-plus metres out.  

LEGEND — MALCOLM BLIGHT 
Born: 1950 
Woodville (SANFL):  
163 games (1968-1973, 1983-1985)  
359 goals 
North Melbourne:  
178 games (1974-1982)  
444 goals 
3177 disposals 
962 marks
Brownlow Medal: 1978 
Magarey Medal (SANFL): 1972 
VFL Team of the Year: 1982 
Woodville B&F: 1972, 1985 
Coleman Medal: 1982 (103 goals) 
VFL premiership: 1975, 1977 
Woodville captain-coach: 1983-1985 
Victorian captain: 7 
South Australian captain: 7 
All-Australian: 1972, 1985

ANTHONY STEVENS 
Born: 1971 
Drafted: No. 18, 1988 National Draft
Debut: Round 19, 1989 v Collingwood
North Melbourne:  
292 games (1989-2004) 
127 goals 
6033 disposals 
997 marks 
818 tackles
Premierships: 1996, 1999 
Best & Fairest: 1997, 1999
NMFC Captain: 2002-2003
All-Australian: 1998 
Victoria State of Origin: 1998 
North Melbourne Team of the Century
North Melbourne Hall of Fame

STEVO’S NIGHT OF FAME 

There were times when it seemed nothing 
would stop Anthony Stevens from 

playing football.
The former North captain simply loved 

competing and his resilience, determination, 
grit, will-power and massive heart made him 
a sure-thing for the Australian Football Hall 
of Fame. 

Stevens played 292 games from 1989 
to 2004 as a tagger and uncompromising 
midfielder, winning two flags and two Syd 
Barker Medals. He is also a member of the 
club’s Team of the Century.

“I wasn’t the most gifted player going 
around but I guess one of my strengths was 
understanding what I was as a footballer. I 
suppose I wanted to leave footy having given 
100 per cent and playing to my potential.”

From the family’s dairy farm near Waaia, 
40km north of Shepparton, to football’s 
highest level, Stevo will go down in history 
as one of the game’s true greats. 

Anthony Stevens accepts his Hall of Fame 
Induction from AFL Commission Chairman 
Richard Goyder.
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GOOD FRIDAY 

After decades of campaigning and 
patience, North Melbourne finally hosted 

the first Good Friday Game. 
Almost 43,000 fans attended the historic 

twilight clash against the Bulldogs at Etihad 
Stadium, and 1.064 million tuned in on TV. 

The appeal raised a record $17,605,662. 
One of the highlights came after North’s 

narrow loss, when coach Brad Scott invited 
fifth-generation North supporter, Zane 
Tormey, to his media conference. 

Tormey was born with hypoplastic left 
heart syndrome and has already had four 
open heart surgeries. 

The Kangaroos also invited Royal 
Children’s Hospital patient Jedd Arrowsmith 
to toss the coin. 

Jack Ziebell with Royal Children’s Hospital 
patient Jedd Arrowsmith.

Zane Tormey joins Brad Scott for the 
post-match media conference.

Majak Daw taking donations for the 
Good Friday Appeal.

Two eager young fans attending the first 
ever Good Friday game.
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ROUND 5 INSPIRATION 

Round 5 was full of inspiring moments, 
despite the nail-biting 5-point loss to 

Fremantle. 
It was a breakout season for Taylor Garner 

and he made everyone sit up and take 
notice with an incredible mark of the year 
contender. 

The powerful youngster soared high over 
a pack in Perth and ripped down an absolute 
screamer. 

Speedy defender Marley Williams, got the 
fans roaring after a spectacular run-down 
tackle of Fremantle’s Ed Langdon. 

The zippy edition to the backline showed 
he can lead by example with his pace and 
ferocity. 

BLUND-STONE THE CROWS 

In one of the most exciting and dominant 
displays in club history, North handed 

Adelaide its first defeat of the season in 
Round 7. 

The Kangaroos dominated play from the 
opening siren, keeping the Crows scoreless in 
the first quarter. At the first break the Roos 
had slammed through 10 goals to hold a 
remarkable 64-0 lead. 

Jarrad Waite booted six goals to help 
North to a resounding 59-point win. 

It was a victory no one outside of Arden St 
saw coming and will be remembered for a 
long time to come. 
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THE STREAK CONTINUES 

Nothing is certain but death, taxes and 
North beating Melbourne – or so it 

seems.
Without a win against North in eleven 

years, Melbourne came out firing in Round 9 
at the MCG. 

“For 15 minutes in the second quarter, it 
was chaos … antagonistic and spiteful, just 
about every player got involved,” Herald Sun 
reporter Lauren Wood wrote. 

With gun midfielder Shaun Higgins in 
their sights, the Dees played aggressively but 
ultimately failed in their effort to upset their 
bogey-side. 

The Roos extended their winning streak 
against the hapless Dees to 17, the longest 
current streak in the AFL. 

The run began in Round 9, 2007 and 
continued this season when North claimed 
victories in Rounds 9 and 19. 

ROUND 10 - NORTH V CARLTON

There is always something extra special 
during Indigenous Round and this year 

was no different. 
From North kicking 11 of the first 14 

goals of the game, to trailing Carlton early 
in the last quarter, the Round 10 clash had 
everything. 

After licking their wounds following three 
close losses in earlier games, the Roo’s 
battled in true Shinboner fashion to dismiss 
the Blues’ late surge to claim a 17-point win. 

Jack Ziebell and Shaun Higgins were 
instrumental winning 31 contested 
possessions between them and shutting 
down the Blues midfield.

Luke McDonald was another strong 
performer, while Trent Dumont stood up 
after a week off due to concussion.

The significant occasion was marked with 
another Sarrita King designed indigenous 
guernsey – the talented artist working with 
North apparel partner Canterbury. 



40   |  TRUE NORTH  |  2017 YEARBOOK

ROOS NEWS

A MILLION REASONS WHY 

North’s major partner Mazda went to new 
lengths to excite fans, offering the chance 

to win a million dollars. 
Competition winner, Angela Kelly, 

entrusted her brother, Luke, to take the all-
important kick at quarter-time of North’s 
Round 20 match against Collingwood. 

Tasked with hitting the post from 40m out 
to win the cash, Luke’s kick was on target, 
but fell agonisingly short. 

Angela didn’t go home empty handed and 
was handed the keys to a brand new Mazda3. 

Mazda has been a proud Major Sponsor 
of North since 1999 and will celebrate 20 
seasons strong in 2018. 

2018
CANTERBURY RANGE

AVAILABLE NOW: ROOSHOP.COM.AU
204-206 AR DEN ST, NORTH MELBOUR NE

M E M B E R S  R E C E I V E
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ON SALE NOW

3 GAME MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE 
FROM ONLY $109

JOIN NOW
Call 1300 KANGAS (1300 526 427) or visit 

membership.nmfc.com.au/season-guide

ROOS NEWS

CAPTAIN COURAGEOUS 

Jack Ziebell’s courage has never been 
questioned, but the skipper took things to 

new levels this season. 
Despite sustaining injuries that would 

have sidelined others, he simply refused to 
be beaten. 

“Jack simply refused to lie down and 
pushed through a lot of the time at his own 
expense,” Brad Scott said during the Syd 
Barker Medal count.

“There were times throughout the season 
where we wanted to rest him, mainly to 
protect him from himself, because of a 
broken collarbone, because of cracked ribs 
(and) a severely injured toe.”

Not even broken ribs could keep Ziebell 
down – against Collingwood in Round 19 he 
returned to the field to boot five goals in the 
second half.

The inspiring midfielder leads in true 
Shinboner fashion with his determination, 
resilience and selflessness. 
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BROWN SETS NEW GOALS 

One of the success stories of the season 
was Ben Brown’s incredible rise. 

The star forward destroyed the game’s 
best defenders and surged into contention 
for the Coleman medal - at one point in 
Round 23, he led the likes of Lance Franklin, 
Josh Kennedy and Joe Daniher before being 
pipped at the post. 

His career-high 63 goals the most kicked 
by any North player since Wayne Carey (62) 
in 2000. 

COLEMAN MEDAL RACE 
1. Lance Franklin (Sydney) - 69
2. Josh Kennedy (West Coast) - 65
3. Ben Brown (North Melbourne) - 63
4. Joe Daniher (Essendon) - 62
5. Jack Riewoldt (Richmond) - 50

NB: Stats taken at end of home and away season

Our unique 
approach.
ASG Group offers our customers 
a complete digital transformation 
service, from infrastructure 
and managed services, through 
to business and IT advice and 
solutions implementation.

If you’re ready to get ahead, ASG can help you  
kick that winning goal.

ASGGROUP.COM.AU

The next 
generation of  
IT SERVICE 
DELIVERY
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40 years ago, North Melbourne sat atop the 
mountain after defeating Collingwood to win 

its second premiership.
It’s an achievement that eclipses all others 

because the players, coaches and staff had to 
endure more than any other team in history to 
taste the ultimate success.

When captain David Dench raised the cup 
aloft at the MCG, North had played a record 27 
consecutive matches, including a drawn Grand 
Final – a feat that will never be repeated.

Peter Keenan, Stan Alves and Ross Henshaw 
shared their memories of that incredible year, 
1977 and the legend, Ron Barassi.

KEENAN: Everybody wanted to play under 
Ron Barassi in those days. Barassi or Tom Hafey. 
He was charismatic. He was king of the pile. 

After we lost to Hawthorn in the 1976 Grand 
Final we just laid on the ground and Barassi 
made us watch them do their lap of honour. I 
said to Schimma [Wayne Schimmelbusch], “This 
is not gonna happen again”. 

We had a good side in ‘77 - a very good side. 
The club was strong right through. You really 
had to battle to get a game. If you were off key, 
you were gone. Barassi didn’t muck around.

HENSHAW: The talk pre-season was we’re 
going to train longer and harder. We had an 

opportunity, to win back-to-
back flags after winning in 
1975, and then competing in 
1976 against Hawthorn but our 
performance in ‘76 was below 
par. 

We had a coach that didn’t 
stand for mediocrity. He 
was very driven and very 
demanding. We knew that we 
had the personnel, and in ‘77 
we needed to get it right so 
that we could win the most 
important game of the year.

When you’re in a Grand 
Final the only team that’s 
remembered is the winners 
and we lost - badly. ‘77 was 
the start of making sure that 
we got back again to winning 
Premierships. Training was 
hard. Probably longer and a 
little bit more demanding. I 
guess in terms of our team, 
and one of Barassi’s greatest 
assets was bringing people 
from all over Australia to play 
and think the same way. 

Having achieved the 
ultimate in ‘75, we all wanted 
to get back to winning the 
most important game of the 
year, which was the Grand 
Final. And you know that we all 
believed that we should have 
been there again approaching 
the ‘77 year.

ALVES: In 1976, after 230-odd 
games at Melbourne, and had 
been captain, I got the tap on 
the shoulder that we all do at 
some stage … I went to retire. 
Several weeks later I started 
to get calls from other clubs. I 
went and spoke to Ron. Here’s 
this legend, and I was just 
excited that he would want to 
talk to me. He said something 
to me that really stirred me up.

I asked him, “Why would 
you want me, at 31, when my 
best footy’s behind me?” And 
he said, “You’ve been a brilliant 
player in an ordinary team. I’m 
gonna teach you to be a great 
player in a great team.” He 
said, “I’m gonna teach you to 
be a proactive player.”

He started saying things 
that I had never experienced 
anyone say to me before, and 
it just excited me. It was the 
first time in my life that I really 
understood what was going 
on in the game, other than just 
chasing the ball. And he took 
me to places I had never been 
before. It excited me.

History will say that I came 
to North, and it ended up 
being one of the best moves 
I ever made. All of a sudden, 
here was this man telling me 
that I could play a role, so that 
reinvigorated me. And also I 
was walking into a team that 
had a chance to play finals.

I would get out of the car 
here at Arden St, and I would 
run to the rooms because of 
what was going to happen. 
My first impression of him 
[Barassi] was one of aura. 
I had this image of this 
firebrand that would get into 
you, because that’s what was 
promoted. There was that 
element to him, but it was only 
five percent of the man. His 
knowledge of the game, he 
could take you places - how 
he articulated it, how he would 
develop training drills that 
would take us to places and 
teach us what to do. 

Every time he would 
challenge you, there would be 
a solution. So it was just like 
going back to school. And also 

I was now playing amongst a 
group of very dedicated players. 
Wayne Schimmelbusch – Mr 
Competition. David Dench, you 
know, at full back. We’ll just 
rattle the names off. Malcolm 
Blight, Barry Cable - How lucky 
would you be to have Barry 
Cable? 

HENSHAW: We started 
really well in ‘77. We won the 
first five games. Our start put 
us in a very good position 
to launch at the end of the 
year. We had a few things go 
wrong, I mean we lost Keith 
[Greig] our captain with an ACL 
injury. A few players were out 
of form during the year. You 
know, when it comes to the 
finals, you’re really trying to 
get yourself back in that side, 
and working hard to keep your 
spot. When you get an injury 
like that you always wonder 
whether or not you’re going 
to come back and continue to 
play – don’t forget Keith won 
back-to-back Brownlows.

Sometimes as a group of 
players it makes you a bit more 
determined. You lose one of 
your closest mates. You lose 
your captain. You lose a real 
leader of the place. It gives you 
a bit more grit and the bond 

REMEMBERED

1977

IMMORTALS
With Angelo Campagna
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is even closer. We were a real 
close bunch of blokes. I think 
that was one of our strengths. 
One of Barassi’s strengths was 
that he did really develop us 
into a real team and we were 
like brothers. I guess one of his 
fortes was that everything he 
spoke about in terms of our 
football was all about team - 
team first, team second, team 
third. I really appreciated that 
involvement that I had with 
the footy club through Ron 
Barassi’s coaching. 

I guess when you say, about 
his sprays and the demands 
that he placed on us, and 
the fire and brimstone, the 
criticism at times, personal 
attacks at times, I guess it 
galvanizes the group. And as 
a group, we grew stronger 
because of it. Because we 
wanted to prove him wrong.

ALVES: We played some 
tough games. I think the 
underlying thing about North 
is they were tough. They 
were very tough and they 
played a very strong physical 
brand of footy. I think it was 
acknowledged that, at that 
point in time, if you didn’t beat 
them, you knew you played a 
game of footy.

KEENAN: When we got 
beaten by Hawthorn in the 
Qualifying Final I got best on 
ground in the seconds and I 
walked in the room and Barass 
looked at me and he said, 
“You’re in next week”. I was 
pretty happy about that.

ALVES: When we played 
Hawthorn in that first final and 
got toweled up, there were 
a number of moves made at 

match committee. We played 
blokes in different positions. 
Even Barry Cable played as a 
centre-half-forward. And we 
got toweled up. We didn’t play 
well. None of us played well.

After that game a number of 
senior players spoke to Barassi 
and the match committee 
and said, “You picked the side 
believing we couldn’t win. 
Put us back in our rightful 
positions and we’ll win.” So 
we came out and played 
Richmond, and we played very 
well against them – and then 
we played Hawthorn and we 
turned the game right around 
– it was a massive turnaround. 
Again, I think it was that 
belief system. When we got 
to the Grand Final [against 
Collingwood], people said to 
me, “You’ve played thirteen 
years without a final, let alone 
a Grand Final, how’d you feel?” 

KEENAN: We were pretty 
confident, and then we kicked 
bad. Arnold Briedis kicked six 
or seven points. 

HENSHAW: We were in all 
sorts of trouble. We kicked 
poorly. We were well down 
at three-quarter time and we 

kicked five unanswered goals 
in the last quarter … It almost 
slipped through our fingers. 
And it would have been a real 
opportunity lost. I think that 
the backs were pretty solid. 
The forwards kicked poorly. I 
think Arnold [Breidis] kicked 
one goal seven. 

ALVES: I think the whole 
group was very confident that 
day. But we weren’t to know 
that things might not go our 
way. One of our best players, 
one of the best half-forward 
flankers I’d ever seen, Arnold 
Briedis, would kick something 
like six or seven points straight 
and not kick a goal. But yes, I 
was really comfortable and 
had a genuine belief that we 
could do it.

KEENAN: We got to three-
quarter time and Barass said, 
“It looks like it’s finished” and 
we said, “They’ve stopped 
running”. And he turned to 
me and he said how are you 
Crackers – and I told a lie – I 
was absolutely stuffed. But I 
said, “I’m alright”.

I remember saying to Gary 
Cowton, “We’ve kicked more 
points”, and he said, “We’ve 
gotta come back, Crackers”.

ALVES: We were so well 
drilled. There was that inner 
belief there that our best can 
win it and we need to do it. I 
don’t think we got down and 
anybody thought there was the 
possibility that we could lose it. 
It was just in our belief systems 
that everybody does their job 
that they’ve got to do, that we 
would get back into the game 
and win it. I personally had no 
doubt and just thought it was 

going to happen. I don’t think 
I was overly conscious of the 
scoreboard. I knew we were 
behind but I wasn’t conscious 
of the score. 

I just remember it was about 
doing your job. It was about 
looking each other in the eye. 
My barometer was always 
Wayne Schimmelbusch to 
be quite honest. Just look at 
Schimma, and you knew there 
was a look in his eye. For me 
there was no way I was going 
to let that guy down. He was 
that sort of person.

HENSHAW: We needed to 
attack. We had a quarter of 
football left in the season, in 
the most important game of 
the season, to turn this around. 
It was more so about, “Don’t 
leave anything out there … 
Make sure that you fully realize 
the situation that you’re in and 
play like that … Play with that 
real sense of urgency, so that 
we can perhaps come from the 
depths of despair to, perhaps, 
win the game.” And, as a result, 
because of our attacking, and 
the message being on the front 
of our minds that we really 
needed to go for it, we got out 
of it with a draw. 

ALVES: To me it was just 
total confusion. I looked 
around and I saw blokes laying 
on the ground and I heard 
other people saying, “Get up! 
They might bounce the ball! 
Do we have extra time? Do we 
come back next week?” And I 
remember the umpire saying, 
“No, we come back next week.”

HENSHAW: I didn’t know 
what happened. The first 
player in proximity to myself 

was Gary Cowton. I looked at 
Gary and we both looked up 
at the scoreboard to see if it 
was a draw and I said, “What 
happens now?” and he said, 
“I don’t know!” We weren’t 
briefed on what happens if the 
game’s a draw. It was all about 
winning. A lot of confusion … a 
lot of confusion. A lot of relief 
too. Because we were in a 
lot of strife and it was a great 
effort in the last quarter to kick 
five unanswered goals to get 
in a position where we could 
draw the match. It was strange, 
you know, you’re exhausted, 
you don’t know where to look. 
You don’t know what to say. 
So, it wasn’t until things settled 
down a little bit, and I think the 
hierarchy of the coaching staff, 
etcetera, managers, general 
managers, are coming onto 
the ground and they said “You 
know, there’ll be a Grand Final 
replay!”

KEENAN: Barassi got us all 
in the rooms, and all the wives 
in the rooms, and he said, “I 
promise you a premiership, 
but you have to give us your 
blokes for the whole week. Just 
me. Don’t listen to anybody 
else except me.”

ALVES: By the time we’d got 
in the rooms, the whole group 
had galvanized. He [Barassi] 

said something along the lines 
of how fortunate we were. 
And he said, “We’ve played 
so badly, but we can come 
back next week, win it, and be 
the best side.” He just turned 
things around. By the time he 
had finished his talk, we were 
on a mission again.

KEENAN: In the drawn grand 
final we got belted. Collingwood 
belted us. On the Tuesday we 
said, “They’re really giving it to 
us and we didn’t fight back.” 
And I said to Barassi, “If they do 
it again, I’m not gonna stand 
there and cop it!” 

Henshaw: I’d have to say that 
the preparation for that Grand 
Final replay was Barassi’s best 
work at the football club. That 
game was played above the 
shoulders. You couldn’t get 
any fitter. The fitness factor 
didn’t matter. It was how 
sharp we were mentally and, 
to his credit, he managed and 
handled us absolutely – he 
was outstanding. Minimum 
training. Of course in those 
days North had spies going 
over to watch Collingwood 
train, and word got back 
that Collingwood had been 
smashed on the track. Training 
for much longer periods 
than we were. That filtered 
through to Barassi, and Barass 
mentioned that to us. He said 
that he’s keeping them out 
on the track for long periods, 
they’re doing a lot of one-on-
one stuff, they’re doing extra 
running. It wasn’t necessary. 
And at the risk of repeating 
myself, Barass was well aware 
of that.

1977 IMMORTALS REMEMBERED
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ALVES: The way the week 
unfolded, little things that 
happened, the professionalism 
of the club came through. 
Nothing was left to chance. We 
didn’t know what was going 
to happen. We trained lightly. 
The first night he [Barassi] said, 
“I want you to go out and run 
two laps clockwise.” He’d never 
ever said that. Clockwise? 
What’s he on about? And the 
next night he said, “I want 
you to run two laps anti-
clockwise.” So he was throwing 
in little things like that to take 
our minds off it.

On the Thursday night I 
wanted to stay out and do 
something and he said, No”. 
He asked Jimmy Carter to 
time training and when it 
was finished, it was finished - 
everybody in. “Can we have a 
kick?” 

 “No.”
 “In.” 
 It just made us more 

hungry. He just took our minds 
off the fact that we’d played all 
these games and perhaps were 
a bit tired. Just a master-stroke.

KEENAN: We bounced back 
straight away. Barassi got 
up and he said, “This is our 
opportunity”. When we were 
running out for the replay he 
yelled out, “Go and get me 
some fried Magpie!”

 We knew we’d win. A 
few punters turned up here 
that week. Big punters that 
barracked for North Melbourne 
and they asked us, “Can you 
win?” and I said, “We’ll win 
alright, don’t you worry about 
that.” We had them.

 We had the edge physically 
but we had the mental edge 
because we’d come from 
behind. We were tougher – we 
thought we were tougher than 
them. When we went out on 
the ground, we were ready to 
go. We felt we broke them in 
the third quarter.

HENSHAW: The message 
was that they were flat. 
They’d probably come out, 
and because of the demands 
of the training for the week, 
meant that their legs would 
be pretty tired. If we could get 
that good fluency and run-on 
style of footy that we played 
when we played our best, we 
could really have a good game 
against Collingwood. And, as 
a result, the scoreboard took 
care of itself.

 The fear of losing was 
monumental at three-quarter-
time in the first Grand Final. 
We weren’t in a good place. 
So I guess, the relief of getting 
the draw, and I had no doubt 
we were going to win the next 
week. Absolutely no doubt. 
I was extremely confident. I 
played in five grand finals in a 
row, and that particular Grand 
Final, I had a great belief about 
us winning.

 They were flat. As a player, 
you’ve got a player to beat 
on the day, you’ve got to play 
your role, when you look at it 
off the field, Barassi and Tom 
Hafey were matched up on 
one another and Barassi shone. 
And his coaching is a reflection 
on us, how we play. And his 
coaching was outstanding.

ALVES: I think the word 
amongst most of us is that 

we were up and about. We 
just said we hope it’s a close 
game because we’ll just run 
over them. It’s that genuine 
belief systems again. You’re 
just looking for little things 
to add on. It’s not one thing, 
it’s a number of little things. 
We went into it feeling very 
comfortable. 

 [At the siren] I’m not on 
the ground. It’s an exciting 
time because I’m sitting 
next to Barassi, and I see the 
excitement there. But I’m also 
sitting on the bench next to 
a guy called Peter Keenan - 
the great ‘Crackers’. I was his 
captain at Melbourne and he’d 
come across to North. I don’t 
remember much after that. Just 
euphoria. 

 The next day someone 
said, “Wasn’t that sensational 
- the cartwheels you did?” I 
cartwheeled across the ground 
after the game and I didn’t 
even know. I was that excited. 
But the thing I do remember 
was getting up on the podium. 
And to be given that medallion 
and finally knowing that it was 
that situation. I’d played all this 
time at Melbourne and at the 
MCG, and my first year at North 
I play in a final, I play in a 
drawn Grand Final, we win the 
replay and I’m a premiership 
player, when I never thought I 
was going to play that year.

Keenan: I’ve never been 
happier … sporting-wise, 
those minutes, and then to 
go into the room with the 
twenty players and Barassi 
and the runner, and he shut 
the door. He said, “You walk up 
a mountain, you get halfway 

up, the view’s alright. You get 
three-quarters of the way up, 
the view’s good. You get to the 
top of the mountain, you’re the 
only one there, and you own 
the world!” We all embraced 
and that, that was a special 
moment. It was just – nobody 
can beat us. 

HENSHAW: We just played 
22 home-and-away games, 
and then five finals in a row. 
It was special. It was special 
to get that result after such 
a demanding season. And 
I’m really proud of all of my 
teammates and, you know, my 
coach. So proud of what we 
achieved that year. We spoke 
about the closeness and being 
like brothers. We just looked 
each other in the eye and we 
had that real bond and that’s 
something about premierships 
that you never, ever, ever forget.

 We’re not getting any 
younger, and it’s a long time 
ago, but personally, I get a real 
kick out of it, because I was 
a player that had to work so 
hard to get a game. It wasn’t 
easy. I was never, ever first 
picked. When I first started at 
North Melbourne, my dreams 
of playing in two premierships, 
I guess, were very distant. 
I’m thankful to the club for 
the opportunity and I’m very 
thankful and elated that I got 
to play with such great players 
and we achieved the ultimate.

 I look at the North 
Melbourne Football Club as a 
big part of my life. I spent as 
many years here as I did at 
school. I feel very proud that I 
was part of one of the greatest 
periods in the club’s history and 

I want to see North continue 
to have success. When you’re 
playing you think it’s going to 
last forever, but it doesn’t.

 When you finish playing, 
you know, the club’s got to put 
their energies into the next 
group of players, and then the 
next group of players, and now 
the present group of players. I 
can quite understand that. But 
when you’re playing you don’t 
want it to stop.

ALVES: When I sit back on 
reflection, I just think how 
lucky I was. How lucky I was 
because of all those different 
circumstances and things just 
falling into line. When I really 
thought my career was over, 
somebody would give me an 
opportunity when I was way 
beyond my best, on the basis 
that I might be able to bring 
some value to the team. And 
in that sensational year, all 
those things that we talked 
about happened, and I’m just 
forever grateful. It became my 
happiest moment in footy.

That particular group was 
sensational but it’s also all the 

other guys who were there as 
well. It’s all the staff. It’s those 
relationships. It’s something 
special.  

 You don’t have to say a 
word. There is that bond 
that is just there. You’re 
just so grateful. It’s a bond 
that will never be broken. 
It’s not something that can 
be manufactured. All those 
feelings, all those emotions, all 
the things that happened at 
that time, just overwhelm you.

 It was just something in 
your life that you don’t plan 
for, but when it comes along 
you’re just so ever-grateful for 
it. I came to this club, and that’s 
what they gave me. I’m known 
as a guy who won a flag as a 
player at North Melbourne and 
the guy that lost a flag as coach 
at St Kilda because it comes 
down to big times. All those 
other games, best and fairest, 
runner up in Brownlows, all 
of that, they go. But the team 
element, team success, is what 
defines you. 

1977 IMMORTALS REMEMBERED
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 ROUND 1 – ETIHAD STADIUM
NORTH MELBOURNE  4.6  8.8  11.10  13.15 (93)
WEST COAST EAGLES  3.3  9.8  16.8  21.10 (136)

GOALS
North Melbourne: Goldstein 3, Brown 2, Turner 2, Atley, Ziebell, 
Waite, Preuss, Hrovat, Tarrant
West Coast: Kennedy 7, LeCras 4, Cripps 3, Yeo 2, Darling 2, Jetta, 
Hill, Petrie

BEST
North Melbourne: Ziebell, Dumont, Higgins, Swallow, Goldstein
West Coast: Mitchell, Kennedy, Priddis, LeCras, Gaff, Yeo

 ROUND 2 - ETIHAD STADIUM
GEELONG CATS  2.1  7.6  12.7  17.10 (112)
NORTH MELBOURNE  6.2  8.6  16.8  17.9 (111)

GOALS
Geelong: Hawkins 4, Menzel 4, Horlin-Smith 2, Parfitt, Thurlow, 
Duncan, Dangerfield, Henderson, Blicavs, Lang
North Melbourne: Brown 3, Higgins 2, Thomas 2 , Turner 2, 
McDonald, Daw, Dumont, Gibson, Macmillan, Garner, Simpkin, 
Williams

BEST
Geelong: Dangerfield, Menzel, Selwood, Mackie, Tuohy, Hawkins
North Melbourne: Higgins, Cunnington, Preuss, Tarrant, Brown, 
Dumont

 ROUND 3 – BLUNDSTONE ARENA 
NORTH MELBOURNE  3.2  5.4  8.6  10.7 (67)
GWS GIANTS  3.4  6.11  9.15  15.19 (109) 

GOALS
North Melbourne: Preuss 2, Goldstein, Ziebell, Swallow, Brown, 
Dumont, Clarke, Garner, Turner
Greater Western Sydney: Cameron 3, Greene 3, Lobb 2, Reid 2, 
Johnson, Hopper, Kelly, Ward, Wilson 

BEST
North Melbourne: Ziebell, Hansen, Preuss, Mullett, McDonald
Greater Western Sydney: Kelly, Ward, Cameron, Greene, Shiel, 
Mumford

 ROUND 4 – ETIHAD STADIUM
NORTH MELBOURNE  2.4  4.7  8.11  12.14 (86)
WESTERN BULLDOGS  2.2  2.8  7.15  12.17 (89)

GOALS
North Melbourne: Brown 4, Turner 2, Simpkin 2, Higgins, Garner, 
Goldstein, Ziebell
Western Bulldogs: Stringer 2, Dahlhaus 2, Suckling 2, Cloke, 
Bontempelli, Murphy, Liberatore, Dunkley, Macrae 

BEST
North Melbourne: Cunnington, Ziebell, Goldstein, Brown, 
Macmillan, Hrovat
Western Bulldogs: Dahlhaus, Bontempelli, M.Boyd, Macrae, 
Stringer, Murphy   

 ROUND 5 – DOMAIN STADIUM
FREMANTLE  2.3  2.6  4.10  9.13  (67)                  
NORTH MELBOURNE  2.3  6.5  7.7  9.8  (62)           

GOALS
Fremantle: Langdon 2, McCarthy, Logue, Crozier, B. Hill, Grey, 
Johnson, Kersten
North Melbourne: Turner, Wood, Cunnington, Simpkin, Atley, 
Goldstein, Dumont, Brown, Hrovat 

BEST
Fremantle: Mundy, Johnson, Fyfe, Sandilands, S. Hill, Hamling
North Melbourne: Cunnington, Williams, Dumont, Macmillan

 ROUND 6 – ETIHAD STADIUM
NORTH MELBOURNE  3.4  7.8  12.9  16.11 (107)
GOLD COAST SUNS  4.4  7.6  11.8  14.10 (94)

GOALS
North Melbourne: Brown 6, Hrovat 2, Gibson, Turner, Higgins, 
Simpkin, Williams, Hansen, Anderson, McDonald
Gold Coast: Lynch 3, Wright 2, Matera 2, Barlow 2, Ah Chee 2, 
Sexton, Ablett, Bowes

BEST
North Melbourne: Brown, Higgins, Ziebell, Garner, Tarrant, Mullett
Gold Coast: Ablett, Sexton, Lynch, Miller

 ROUND 7 – BLUNDSTONE ARENA
NORTH MELBOURNE  10.4  12.6  17.12  22.13  (145)
ADELAIDE CROWS  0.0  5.6  9.7  13.8  (86) 

GOALS
North Melbourne: Waite 6, Higgins 2, Dumont 2, Wood 2, Brown 
2, Cunnington 2, Ziebell, Clarke, Turner, McDonald, Hrovat, Atley
Adelaide: Betts 3, Cameron 2, Jenkins 2, Douglas 2, Lever, Walker, 
Jacobs, Atkins 

BEST
North Melbourne: Waite, Cunnington, Wood, Tarrant, Thompson, 
Goldstein
Adelaide: M Crouch, Douglas, Laird, Jacobs 

 ROUND 8 – ETIHAD STADIUM
NORTH MELBOURNE  3.3   7.5  8.8  11.12  (78)
SYDNEY SWANS  5.2  11.7  15.9  18.12  (120) 

GOALS
North Melbourne: Turner 2, Brown 2, Goldstein 2, Higgins, 
Anderson, Cunnington, Hrovat, Hansen
Sydney: Reid 3, Heeney 2, Parker 2, Hannebery 2, McVeigh 2, 
Papley 2, Jones, Franklin, Hewett, Kennedy, Hayward 

BEST
North Melbourne: Cunnington, Higgins, Tarrant, Atley, Turner
Sydney: Kennedy, Parker, Hannebery, Mills, Heeney, Newman, 
Reid 

2017SEASON
REVIEW
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 ROUND 9 – MCG
MELBOURNE  2.5  8.7  9.9  13.12 (90)
NORTH MELBOURNE  6.7  8.9  12.13  15.14 (104) 

GOALS
Melbourne: Hannan 3, Pedersen 2, Jones, Viney, Frost, Jetta, Oliver, 
Salem, Lewis, Kent
North Melbourne: Brown 5, Wood 3, Garner 2, Cunnington, 
Ziebell, Williams, Higgins, McDonald

BEST
Melbourne: Hibberd, Tyson, T. McDonald, Jones, Hannan
North Melbourne: Brown, Cunnington, Turner, Goldstein

 ROUND 10 – ETIHAD STADIUM
CARLTON  2.0  7.2  12.4  15.6 (96)                               
NORTH MELBOURNE  7.2  11.3  12.6  17.11 (113)          

GOALS
Carlton: Gibbs 3, Casboult 2, Cuningham 2, Docherty 2, C.Curnow 
2, Wright, Cripps, Murphy, Sumner
North Melbourne: Garner 3, Higgins 2, Turner 2, Wood 2, Hansen 
2, Hrovat, Waite, Brown, Dumont, Atley, McDonald

BEST
Carlton: Gibbs, Kreuzer, Cripps, E.Curnow, Docherty, Simpson
North Melbourne: Higgins, McDonald, Williams, Ziebell, Dumont, 

 ROUND 11 – ETIHAD STADIUM
NORTH MELBOURNE  2.4  7.6  8.9  9.12 (66)                 
RICHMOND  3.4  6.10  12.13  14.17 (101)           

GOALS
North Melbourne: Wood 2, Atley 2, Brown, Waite, Higgins, Gibson, 
Hansen
Richmond: Riewoldt 2, Martin 2, Butler 2, Lambert 2, Castagna, 
Cotchin, Edwards, Ellis, Grigg, Rioli 

BEST
North Melbourne: Gibson, Dumont, Macmillan, Tarrant, Hrovat
Richmond: Martin, Riewoldt, Prestia, Rance, Houli, Lambert, Ellis, 

 ROUND 12 – BYE

 ROUND 13 – ETIHAD STADIUM
NORTH MELBOURNE  2.5  2.6  4.9  10.12 (72)
ST KILDA  5.3  8.8  9.15  12.17 (89)

GOALS
North Melbourne: Clarke 2, Waite, Goldstein, Ziebell, Mullett, 
Hrovat, Wood, B.Brown, Turner
St Kilda: Billings 2, Steven 2, Membrey 2, Bruce 2, Roberton, Acres, 
Sinclair, Gresham 

BEST
North Melbourne: Goldstein, Cunnington, Mountford, Gibson
St Kilda: Ross, Sinclair, Roberton, N.Brown, Montagna, Geary 

 ROUND 14 – ETIHAD STADIUM
WESTERN BULLDOGS  6.4  10.8  13.14  15.17 (107)
NORTH MELBOURNE  3.4  7.5  2.7  16.10 (106)

GOALS
Western Bulldogs: Picken 3, Redpath 2, Dale 2, Hunter, Wallis, 
Suckling, Dahlhaus, Stringer, Wood, Campbell, Bontempelli  
North Melbourne: Waite 3, Wood 2, Daw 2, Brown 2, Cunnington 
2, Macmillan, Goldstein, Hrovat, Garner, Clarke 

BEST
Western Bulldogs: Bontempelli, Macrae, Picken, Campbell, Wood
North Melbourne: Cunnington, Brown, Waite, Hrovat, Higgins 

 ROUND 15 – METRICON STADIUM
GOLD COAST SUNS  6.3  11.5  13.6  18.10  (118)
NORTH MELBOURNE  4.5  5.8  8.13  14.15  (99) 

GOALS
Gold Coast: Lynch 5, Ainsworth 4, Sexton 2, Martin 2, Swallow 2, 
Miller, Wright, Fiorini
North Melbourne: Waite 4, Brown 3, Daw, Clarke, Hrovat, Wood, 
Atley, Higgins, Mullett 

BEST
Gold Coast: Lyons, Martin, Lynch, Swallow, Ablett, Ainsworth
North Melbourne: Waite, McDonald, Higgins, Swallow 

 ROUND 16 – ETIHAD STADIUM
NORTH MELBOURNE     1.2   6.3   8.4   12.10 (82)
FREMANTLE                   4.3   9.4   9.6   13.8 (86)   

GOALS
North Melbourne: Brown 4, Mullett 2, Mountford, Swallow, Atley, 
McDonald, Higgins, Ziebell 
Fremantle: Nyhuis 4, Walters 3, Kersten 2, Kersten 2, Fyfe, Cox

BEST
North Melbourne: Brown, Higgins, Ziebell, Wagner, Mullett, Atley, 
Goldstein
Fremantle: Fyfe, Nyhuis, Blakely, Walters, Neale, Tucker

 ROUND 17 – ADELAIDE OVAL
PORT ADELAIDE  8.1  11.4  14.9  19.13  (127)          
NORTH MELBOURNE  2.0  5.3  6.5  8.9  (57)

GOALS
Port Adelaide: S.Gray 4, Wingard 3, R.Gray 2, Powell-Pepper 2, 
Trengove 2, Wines, Westhoff, Polec, Hartlett, White, Dixon
North Melbourne: Brown 3, Atley 2, Higgins, Garner, Hrovat

BEST
Port Adelaide: Wingard, Ryder, S.Gray, Westhoff, Powell-Pepper, 
Wines
North Melbourne: Cunnington, Brown, Tarrant, Atley

 ROUND 18 – ETIHAD STADIUM
ESSENDON  4.2  8.3  13.8  20.12  (132)
NORTH MELBOURNE  4.4  8.5  12.7  16.9  (105) 

GOALS
Essendon: Hooker 5, Fantasia 4, McDonald-Tipungwuti 3, Stewart 
2, Daniher 2, Heppell 2, Parish, Zaharakis
North Melbourne: Brown 6, Waite 4, Williams, Garner, Mullett, 
Gibson, Dumont, Swallow 

BEST
Essendon: Merrett, Watson, Hooker, Heppell, Fantasia, McDonald-
Tipungwuti, Goddard
North Melbourne: Higgins, Garner, Dumont, McDonald, Brown

 ROUND 19 – BLUNDSTONE ARENA
NORTH MELBOURNE  4.4  6.4  9.8  11.10 (76)
MELBOURNE  2.0  8.5  8.8  10.12 (72)

GOALS
North Melbourne: Brown 4, Simpkin 2, Waite, Swallow, 
McDonald, Thompson, Higgins
Melbourne: Garlett 3, Melksham 2, T McDonald 2, Oliver, Hogan, 
Hunt

BEST
North Melbourne: Brown, Higgins, McDonald, Swallow, Ziebell
Melbourne: Oliver, Gawn, Lewis, Garlett, Tyson 

 ROUND 20 – ETIHAD STADIUM
NORTH MELBOURNE  1.5  1.9  4.11  7.15 (57)
COLLINGWOOD  2.7  5.11  11.12  16.15 (111) 

GOALS
North Melbourne: Ziebell 5, Mountford, Garner
Collingwood: Blair 3, Thomas 2, Adams 2, Fasolo, De Goey, Moore, 
Phillips, Treloar, Howe, Wells, Grundy, Elliott

BEST
North Melbourne: Ziebell, Clarke, Dumont, Cunnington
Collingwood: Treloar, Adams, Blair, Langdon, De Goey, Grundy

 ROUND 21 – UTAS STADIUM
HAWTHORN  5.3  10.5  15.5  18.8 (116)
NORTH MELBOURNE  3.1  5.2  12.4  14.5 (89)

GOALS
Hawthorn: Breust 4, Roughead 3, Henderson 2, Smith 2, 
Burgoyne 2, Gunston, Hartung, McEvoy, Howe, Miles
North Melbourne: Brown 3, Zurhaar 2, Preuss 2, Garner 2, Turner, 
Atley, Higgins, Mountford, McDonald

BEST
Hawthorn: Gunston, Smith, Hodge, Mitchell, Breust, Roughead
North Melbourne: Higgins, Tarrant, Brown, Clarke, Preuss, Gibson

 ROUND 22 – ETIHAD STADIUM
ST KILDA  4.3  8.14  14.17  18.19 (127)
NORTH MELBOURNE  5.2  6.3  8.5  12.6 (78)

GOALS
St Kilda: Bruce 3, Membrey 3, Gresham 3, Riewoldt 2, Savage 2, 
Billings, Acres, Weller, Steele, Sinclair
North Melbourne: Garner 2, Brown 2, Hrovat 2, Cunnington 2, 
Simpkin, Gibson, Ziebell, Goldstein

BEST
St Kilda: Steven, Ross, Dunstan, Billings, Steele, Newnes
North Melbourne: Cunnington, Higgins, McDonald, Goldstein,

 ROUND 23 – GABBA
BRISBANE LIONS  5.0  5.5  8.9  11.13  (79)
NORTH MELBOURNE  1.8  5.9  13.12  19.16  (130) 

GOALS
Brisbane Lions: Rockliff 2, Zorko 2, D.Beams, Close, C.Beams, 
McCluggage, Rich, Witherden, Mathieson
North Melbourne: Brown 7, Thomas 3, Durdin, Hrovat, Higgins, 
Simpkin, Goldstein, Anderson, Higgins, Turner, Cunnington 

BEST
Brisbane Lions: Rich, Witherden, Zorko, Mathieson, C.Beams
North Melbourne: Brown, Higgins, Dumont, McDonald, Gibson
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HITOUTS

Todd Goldstein 576

Braydon Preuss 180

Majak Daw 112

Ben Brown 35

Jarrod Waite 5

2017SEASON
STATISTICS

KICKS

Luke McDonald 276

Shaun Higgins 269

Jack Ziebell 262

Sam Gibson 245

Robbie Tarrant 229

MARKS

Robbie Tarrant 131

Ben Brown 120

Scott Thompson 108

Sam Gibson 100

Luke McDonald 92

CLEARANCES

Ben Cunnington 139

Jack Ziebell 93

Shaun Higgins 92

Andrew Swallow 79

Trent Dumont 69

HANDBALLS

Ben Cunnington 327

Sam Gibson 241

Shaun Higgins 224

Trent Dumont 200

Shaun Atley 200

MARKS INSIDE 50

Ben Brown 68

Jarrad Waite 26

Taylor Garner 19

Mason Wood 16

Shaun Higgins 15

GOAL ASSISTS

Shaun Higgins 19

Shaun Atley 18

Ben Brown 12

Sam Gibson 12

Trent Dumont 11

INSIDE 50s

Shaun Higgins 119

Luke McDonald 89

Shaun Atley 82

Jack Ziebell 76

Trent Dumont 69

DISPOSALS

Ben Cunnington 511

Shaun Higgins 493

Sam Gibson 486

Luke McDonald 463

Jack Ziebell 422

TACKLES

Jack Ziebell 110

Andrew Swallow 107

Shaun Higgins 106

Ben Cunnington 97

Luke McDonald 94

GOALS

Ben Brown 63

Jarrod Waite 22

Shaun Higgins 18

Kayne Turner 17

Taylor Garner 16

3RDIN AFL

EQUAL

4THIN AFL

.
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Shaun Higgins capped off a career best-season 
winning his first Syd Barker medal with 217 

votes.
The midfielder narrowly claimed the award 

ahead of Ben Cunnington (211) and Ben Brown 
(209) in a gripping vote count that went down 
to the wire.

It was a memorable season for Higgins who 
achieved career-highs in disposals (averaging 
23.5) and tackles (averaging 5). He ranked 3rd in 
the league for inside 50’s and 9th for goal assists.

Higgins, 29, who signed a contract extension 
until the end of 2019, played 21 of 22 games after 
managing only 9 games in 2016 due to injury.

Cunnington went close to claiming his 
second Syd Barker after a stellar home and 
away season in which he had a career-high in 
average disposals (25.6) and ranked among the 
game’s elite in clearances, centre clearances and 
contested possessions.

Ben Brown finished in third place after 
booting 63 goals for the season, smashing his 
previous career best by 22. Brown was a force 
to be reckoned with in attack, coming 3rd in the 
race for the Coleman medal at the end of the 
Home and Away season. 

SYD BARKER MEDAL TOP 10:

1)  Shaun Higgins 217
2)  Ben Cunnington 211
3)  Ben Brown 209
4)  Robbie Tarrant 204
5)  Luke McDonald 192
6)  Jack Ziebell 161
7)  Sam Gibson 161
8)  Taylor Garner 134
9)  Scott Thompson 126
10) Shaun Atley 125

OTHER 2017 WINNERS:

Shinboner of the year:  Ben Cunnington
Best Young Player:  Jy Simpkin
Peter Scanlon Community Award:  Ben Brown
Harold Henderson  
Best Clubman:  Lachlan Hansen
Mazda Excellence Award:  Ben Cunnington
Life membership:  Andrew Swallow 
 Todd Goldstein  
 Scott Thompson

SHINES
SHAUN

BRIGHT
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Mohamed Mohamed was at a crossroads. 
The 19-year-old knew he wanted to 

be a carpenter but it seemed circumstances 
were conspiring against him. Kenyan born, of 
Somali heritage, Mohamed needed to purchase 
additional expensive tools to continue to learn 
the trade as an apprentice, but didn’t have the 
means to acquire them.

“I was unsure about my future as a carpenter, 
the cost of the tools was very expensive,” 
Mohamed said. 

Just as time was running out, a friendly face 
stepped in to assist.

A corporate partner of The Huddle, Rodine 
Australia, learned of Mohamed’s situation and 
immediately offered help by providing him with 
new tools and an on-site education session. 

For the past seven years, Mohamed has been 
a participant and volunteer at The Huddle. 
Through his volunteer work, advocacy and 
leadership, Mohamed has become a role-model 
to many young people in the Australian-Somali 
community, recognised through the Bacher 
Houli Medal last year. 

“What inspires me about Mohamed, is his 
ability to look beyond himself and his life, to 
help out others in his community,” Rodine 
Australia CEO, Justine Teggelove said.

“Often people think it has to be a grand 
gesture to impact someone’s life and make a 
difference. Like Mohamed and his volunteering, 
I’ve realised sometimes the small ones are the 
most profound.” 

Mohamed’s work is inspiring and he is now 
using his knowledge and diversity skills to 
encourage businesses to employ apprentices 
from culturally diverse backgrounds. 

“Moving to a new place can be hard,” 
Mohamed said. 

“I know what it’s like. Because of this, I believe 
it’s my responsibility to help people fit in to the 
community, so it’s not as challenging for them, 
as it was for me.”

Established in 2010, The Huddle has won 
numerous awards and engaged over 60,000 
young people through its programs. It aims to 
strengthen and enhance young people’s skills, 
increase their ability to participate in society, 
as well as contribute to more socially inclusive 
communities. 

Teggelove was introduced to The Huddle via 
a club tour with former North captain, Andrew 
Swallow; quickly realising the vast impact and 
importance the North Melbourne Football 
Club is having across the North Melbourne, 
Wyndham, and Tasmanian communities.

“We chose to partner with The Huddle 
because the participants, volunteers, and the 
club, embody the same values as Rodine; it’s the 
responsibility of those that have, to look after 
those who have not,” she said.

The Huddle aims to support young people 
to Learn, Grow and Belong in their community 
through a range of initiatives with a focus on 
sport and recreation, education and careers, 
digital skills and civic participation.

In 2018, The Huddle aims to engage another 
80 young people through their career pathways 
program, and assist many into full-time 
employment. 

For more info visit: www.nmfc.com.au/huddle

CHANGE
TOOLS FOR

Jayde de Bondt

I was unsure about my 
future as a carpenter, 
the cost of the tools 
was very expensive.
- Mohamed Mohamed
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A small child sits uncomfortably 
on his father’s shoulders, riding 

the jolts and thumps that come with 
every step taken. He finds it hard to 
keep his back straight and slumps 
forward. A baby is cradled in its 
mother’s arms and a little girl walks 
beside them shuffling wearily along 
the dry dirt road, trying to keep up. 

Desperate, exhausted and starving, 
the family of five has been trekking 
for weeks and will have to endure for 
at least another fortnight before they 
reach their destination. 

Water is scarce. There’s barely 
enough to sustain them. But staying 
home in South Sudan would have 
been worse – this trip to a refugee 
camp in Ethiopia to flee the civil war 
was one of necessity and one that 
would ultimately save their lives.

When Samuel Malual started working at 
North in the community engagement 

team, few people had any idea about the 
remarkable journey he took to get here, but 
they soon learned thanks to his incredible 
bravery and courage.

Once a helpless little boy riding on his father 
shoulders from South Sudan to Ethiopia, 
Samuel is now an emerging leader and role 
model of the Huddle and wider football club.

I first met Sam when he worked as a casual 
at The Huddle. I knew from the very start he 
deserved a chance at a full-time role despite his 
limited experience. His kindness, passion and 
eagerness to learn stood out the most.

For the next 12 months, we met regularly 
and I became somewhat of a mentor, although 
I quickly realised he was teaching me just as 
much as I was teaching him. 

Sammy had an amazing determination and 
self-belief and in May of 2017, we offered him 
a full-time position as diversity and inclusion 
coordinator – a role designed to help create 
welcoming, safe and inclusive environments for 
multicultural and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander boys and girls and their families in 
Melbourne and Wyndham. Sammy has done a 
great job in a short amount of time.

Sammy and the other members of our 
team have the privilege of inspiring passion 
and participation through our school and 
junior football programs. We’re also creating 
champions on and off the field through our >>>

BELONGING
REAL AND

By Cameron McLeod – GM Community Engagement

Once a helpless little 
boy riding on his fathers 
shoulders ... Samuel is 
now an emerging leader  
and role model.
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Next Generation Academies (NGAs) and aim 
to strengthen social inclusion through our 
award winning and growing not-for-profit The 
Huddle. This is more than just ‘fan engagement’ 
as we are connecting our communities across 
Melbourne, Wyndham and Tasmania. 

As we approach our 150th year it’s important 
to reflect. A lot has changed on and off the field 
during this time but we have never forgotten 
where we came from – our community sits at 
the heart of everything we do. 

We operate in some of the most culturally 
diverse and fastest growing communities 
in Australia.  This presents some incredibly 
exciting opportunities for our club over the 
next 25 years. Children and young people under 
the age of 14 years make up 25 percent of the 
population in Wyndham and the suburb North 
Melbourne is about to undergo a major facelift. 

In Tasmania, we have a unique opportunity 
to help grow the game with North allocated 
the entire state to develop talent as part of our 
NGAs. Tasmania has a rich and proud football 
history and soon, its emerging stars will be 
wearing the royal blue and white stripes in our 
AFL, AFLW and VFL teams.

We are widely recognised as one of, if not the 
best, socially progressive clubs in Australian 
sport. We are the only Victorian AFL club that 
refuses gaming or pokies revenue. 

Our future success will be underpinned by 
connected communities – passion, participation, 
talent and social inclusion.  At the core is 
ensuring our people, on and off the field feel 

a strong sense of belonging. Belonging is one 
of our four values that make up the famous 
Shinboner Spirit - the others are being real, 
bold and never beaten.

I’ve worked with many major sporting bodies 
and prominent sports clubs across Australia and 
all are helping to grow their respective games 
and brands in the community, but I can honestly 
say, none are doing it as authentically as North.  

One of my proudest career achievements 
is being part of the transformation being 
undertaken by this club to create the most 
inclusive and welcoming environment for staff, 
players and their families through our Gender 
Equality and Reconciliation Action Plans (RAP).  

Success in the AFL is generally measured by 
premierships but there’s so much more being 
achieved every day here, mostly away from the 
spotlight. Diversity in gender and culture is a 
driving force that supports our ability to grow. 

Sammy’s brave journey to Australia was the 
beginning of an amazing success story, and 
there are thousands of others just like him who 
also deserve a chance. 

So just like Sammy’s parents did all those 
years ago, it’s up to us to lead the way and walk 
alongside those that need help and guidance. 
Only by working together can we support each 
other and strengthen our communities. 

REAL AND BELONGING
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No club is looking to the future quite like North. The club’s 
Next Generation Academies have again blown all comers 

out of the water with record registrations and interest during 
trials across Victoria and Tasmania.

More than 1100 boys and girls aged between 11-15 years put 
their names down to be picked as the future stars of the AFL 
and AFLW.

If you think you’ve got what it takes, register for next year’s 
trials at: www.nmfc.com.au/club/next-generation-academy 

STARS
NORTH’S

FUTURE

1142
registrations across 

Victoria and Tasmania

239
FEMALE778

(Up from 35 in 2016)

IN TASMANIA

NORTH MELBOURNE’S  
NGA IS THE BIGGEST  

IN THE AFL
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The 51st edition of the Mazda North 
Melbourne Grand Final Breakfast was 

another spectacular hit, setting the tone for the 
biggest day on the AFL calendar. 

In another sell-out, Australia’s biggest VIP’s 
and sporting stars entertained almost 1,500 
guests with comedian Peter Helliar kicking 
things off. 

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, Opposition 
Leader Bill Shorten, AFL CEO Gill McLachlan and 
snowboarding World Champion Alex ‘Chumpy’ 
Pullin were amongst the high-profile guests 
at Plenary at the Melbourne Convention and 
Exhibition Centre. 

The infamous and iconic blue carpet didn’t 
disappoint with Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Julie Bishop, walking to ‘Push the Button’ by 
the Sugababes - referencing the North Korea 
nuclear missile crisis. 

Erin Phillips was recognised as Sports 
Personality of the Year after co-captaining 
Adelaide to the first AFLW premiership, whilst 
Media Personality of the Year was awarded to 
former Roo Nick Dal Santo. 

OFF IN
ITKICKING

STYLE

Peter Helliar entertains the crowd

Prime Minister Malcolm  
Turnull addresses  
the crowd

Erin Phillips accepts her Sports  
Personality of the Year award

Daniel Franklin won a CX-9 in the 
Grand Final Breakfast Raffle

Brent Harvey presents the 
2017 Premiership Cup

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Julie Bishop and 
partner David Panton submit their tips
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Werribee’s finals dreams came crashing 
down following a narrow loss to Casey in 

the final game of the year. The side ended the 
season 8-10 and needed to beat the Demons to 
make the top-eight. 

It was the last game of the North-Werribee 
affiliation, with both sides going standalone 
next season. 

Kangaroos development coach David Loader 
will take the reigns for the Arden St based side 
in 2018. 

“With the opportunity to just have total 
control, your view changes a little bit with the 
development of your players,” Loader said. 

“We’ll put into place everything we possibly 
can during the week just to get guys up 
to speed and hopefully, if and when their 
opportunity comes up to play AFL football, 
they’re prepared and ready to go.” 

SHORT

NUMBERS

TIGERS

BY THE

FALL

2017 MEMBERSHIP

40,5057,051
6,625

TOTAL
MEMBERS

VICTORIAN

PET MEMBERSBABY MEMBERS

CALLS RECEIVED CALLS MADE

30+ YEAR MEMBERS

INTERSTATE/
OVERSEAS

TASMANIAN

889
JUNIOR MEMBERS

192

15,882 11,023

465

26,829

8,332
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New captain Jack Ziebell leads the team out

Marley Williams chases down Gary Ablett Jr

The final huddle before the bounce

Brent Harvey and kids thank fans during a lap of honour in Round 13Ryan Clarke celebrates a goal in Round 7

Jack Ziebell celebrates the Round 7 victory

Jy Simpkin warms up prior to his debut in Round 1 Reenacting the historic elephant on the field at Arden St

Hearts to Hearts at Etihad Stadium

Ben Brown celebrates one of his 63 goals for the yearDaniel Nielson gives a thumbs up after a heavy knock

Round 1 reunion with Drew Petrie

T H E  B E S T  P I C T U R E S  -  2 0 1 7



NMFC.COM.AU   |   TRUE NORTH   |  77

*Terms and conditions apply. For more details visit anytimefitness.com.au/terms

JOIN THE BIGGEST FITNESS 

COMMUNITY IN AUSTRALIA

GET STARTED WITH A 7-DAY FREE TRIAL*

MEMBERS: 
BARRY ALLAN 
JIM ALLISON 
BRETT ALLISON 
TOM ALLISON 
STAN ALVES 
WARWICK ANGUS 
MARK ARCERI 
EUGENE AROCCA 
GRAEME ATKINS 
ALLEN AYLETT 
LINDSAY BAGLIN (H)
RON BARASSI (H)
BILL BARTON (H)
ROSS BEALE 
JUDY BENNETT 
MALCOLM BLIGHT 
ALLAN BLOOMFIELD 
SHANE BOND 
VINCE BOURKE (H)
JOHN BOYLE (H)
JOHN BRADY 
MARK BRAYSHAW 
TERRY BROWN 
RON BROWN 
GEOFF BRYANT 
BOBBY BURT  (DEC)
JOHN BYRNE 
GRAEME CAMPBELL 
KEVIN CAMPBELL 
STEPHEN CAMPBELL 

FRANK CAREY 
WAYNE CAREY                 
RON CARTER (H)
JIM CARTER 
JOHN CASSIN 
DAVID CEGLAR 
BARRY CHEATLEY (H)
GUY CHEATLEY 
BARBARA CHEATLEY (H)
SIMONE CHEATLEY 
SCOTT CHRISTIE 
ELVIS CIPIC 
BRYAN COLLINS 
RAMON COLLINS 
SHANE COOK 
KEVIN CORCORAN (H)
DEREK COWEN 
JIM CRAIG 
DAVID CRAIG 
RAYDEN CRAWLEY 
DARREN CROCKER 
JACK CUFFE (H)
JOHN CURTAIN 
RAY DAVIES 
BARRY DAVIS 
MARK DAWSON 
PETER DE RAUCH 
KEN DEAN 
MIKE DELANTY (H)
DAVID DENCH 
RICHARD DENNIS 
PETER DENSLEY 
CARL DILENA 

PAUL DILLON 
KEVIN DONOVAN 
MICK DOWDLE 
GERARD DOWLING (H)
KEVIN DOWNING (H)
DEAN DUGDALE 
JOHN DUGDALE 
KEVIN DYNON      (DEC)
RUSSELL EBERT 
ROY ELIASON (H)
GARY ELLIOTT 
MICHAEL EVANS 
IAN FAIRLEY 
DOUG FARRANT 
GARY FARRANT 
BRAD FAULKNER 
TARA FAULKNER 
JOHN FORD (H)
KEN FYFFE 
FRANK GALLE 
MIKE GARGAN 
MICHAEL GAUDION (H)
BARRY GAVIN (DEC)
TERRY GLEESON 
ROSS GLENDINNING 
LOUIE GONZY 
BOB GOODE 
FRANK GOODE (L)
KEITH GOULLET (H)
KEITH GREIG 
LEO GROENEWEGEN 
FRANK GUMBLETON 
JIM HAGER (L)
TIM HARRINGTON 
GRAHAM HARTMAN 
JACK HEDLEY (H)
DARRYL HENDERSON 
DAVID HENDRICUS 
NORM HENKEL (H) (L)
MARK HILTON 
SHARON HINSLEY 
ATHOL HODGETTS 
LLOYD HOLYOAK 
HOWARD HUGHES 
ALEX ISHCHENKO 
LIONEL JACOB (H)
BRUCE JEEVES 
ALAN JOHNSON 
BERTIE JOHNSON 
RAY JOHNSTON 
PETER JONES 
RON JOSEPH 
SAM KEKOVICH 
DAVID KENNEDY (H)
JOHN KING (H)
DAVID KING                  
JIM KUHL (DEC) (H)
BRUCE LALOR (H)
JOHN LAW 
JACK LAWRENCE (H)
BARRY LESLIE 
JOCK LINEEN (H)

ERICH LISSENDEN 
RHONDA LOWE 
ALMA LOWE 
FRED MACQUIRE 
JOE MALONE (H)
ALBERT MANTELLO (H)
PETER MARCHESI (H)
CHARLIE MARENDAZ (H)
BILL McCABE (H)
STEPHEN McCANN 
BERNIE McCARTHY 
ROBERT McCLURE 
TOM McLEAN (DEC) (H)
DONALD McDONALD 
KAREN McGUINNESS 
KEVIN McMAHON (H)
DAVE MEEHAN  
BERT MENDES 
JUSTIN METCALF 
DION MILES 
ELPI MIMILAS 
RON MORAN 
DENNIS MORGAN 
STEVEN MOSS 
JOHN MOYLAN 
DENNIS MUNARI 
RAY MURPHY (H)
BRENDAN MUTIMER 
NORM NEESON 
BILL NETTLEFOLD 
WARREN NICHOLS 
GREG NUGENT 
BILL NUNN 
DAVID O’BRIEN 
DARYL O’BRIEN 
JOCK O’BRIEN (L)
GRAEME O’DONNELL 
JACK O’HALLORAN (H)
JACK O’REILLY 
ANDREW PAGE 
STEPHEN PAGE 
PATRICIA PANNELL 
MICHAEL PARK 
MICHAEL PASSMORE 
GLENN PAYNE 
TOM PELLY (H)
MARK PERKINS 
JUSTIN PERKINS 
ADRIAN PERRY 
JOEL PERRY 
ROBIN POOLE 
GEOFF POULTER 
DENIS RAILTON 
ROY RAMSAY 
MICHAEL REDENBACH 
MAX RITCHIE (H)
MARK ROBERTS 
KEITH ROBERTSON (H)
GREG RYAN 
MAX RYAN (L)
PHILLIP RYAN 
GRAEME SAUNDERS 

DARYL SCHIMMELBUSCH 
WAYNE SCHIMMELBUSCH 
PETER SCHOFIELD (H)
BILL SCHUTT 
BILL SERONG (H)
TONY SHEVELEFF   (L)
HELEN SHEVELEFF   
LAURIE SHIPP (H)
BETTY SMITH 
DOUG SMITH 
PETER SMITH 
KEN SNELL 
BARRIE SOMERVILLE (H)
FRANK STEANE (DEC) (H)
DARREN STEELE 
ANTHONY STEVENS 
PETER STEWARD 
MICHAEL STILO 
KEVIN SYKES 
BRIAN SYMES 
LOU TAMBURRO 
XAVIER TANNER 
NOEL TEASDALE (H)
TONY THIESSEN 
WILLIAM THOMAS (H)
NATHAN THOMPSON 
IAN THOMPSON 
DES TOBIN 
FRANCIS TRAINOR 
LYNNE TRAINOR 
EDWARD TUCKER (L)
BRIAN TURNER (H)
LIONEL UPTON (H)
GREG VARIGOS 
STEVEN VENNER 
JOHN WADDINGTON (H)
GRAHAM WALKER (H)
ROD WARD (H)
JOHN WHITE 
GAVAN WIGNALL 
GRAHAM WILSON 
JOHN WILSON 
JEFF WINEBERG 
IVOR WITNISH 
DARYLE WOOD 
MAURIE WOOD 
DOUG WOOLLEY 
GORDON YEA (H)
JASON ZEGELIS

(H) Honorary Member
(L) Life Member

The Past Players and Officials Association is going from 
strength to strength following a renewed focus and 

rapidly growing membership base. 
Our aim is to reconnect the past with the present in 

a meaningful way by not only interacting with current 
players, coaches and staff, but by attending games and 
special events. 

We have created a supportive environment for our 
members, and a common ground to regularly come 
together to reminisce and celebrate the great history of 
North Melbourne.

We thank and congratulate Andrew Swallow, Lindsay 
Thomas, Lachlan Hansen, Aaron Mullet, Sam Gibson, 
Corey Wagner, Will Fordham and Matt Taylor - players 
that have all contributed during their time at Arden St. 
We also thank Alex Ishchenko and Brad Green for their 
dedication.

We are currently calling on all Reserve and U19 
past players to make contact. If you are a past player or 
official, or know anyone eligible, please contact the club.

We wish Brad Scott and the team all the best in 2018 
as we build toward our next flag.

                                                       FRANK GOODE 
President - NMFC Past 
Players and Officials 
Association Inc.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Steve Campbell, Phil Carlton, Doug Farrant, 
Frank Goode, Alan Jarrott, Stephen McCann, Warren Nichols,  
Michael Park, Max Ryan, Tony Sheveleff, Anthony Stevens

PAST PLAYERS & OFFICIALS

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Frank Goode - President
Email: frankgoode@gmail.com
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Brent Harvey 432 518
Drew Petrie 316 428
Glenn Archer    311 143
Wayne Schimmelbusch 306 354
Adam Simpson   306 83
Keith Greig 294 48
Anthony Stevens 292 127
Michael Martyn    287 15
David Dench 275 29
Michael Firrito 275 29
John Dugdale 248 358
Brady Rawlings 245 62
Wayne Carey 244 671
Shannon Grant 243 323
Daniel Wells 243 150
David King  241 145
Craig Sholl 235 165
Stephen McCann 226 201
John Blakey 224 72
Ross W. Smith 224 36
Andrew Swallow 224 80
Allen Aylett 220 311
Brett Allison 219 276
John Law 219 9
Ian Fairley 217 149
Lindsay Thomas 205 325
Laurie Dwyer 201 34
John Longmire 200 511
Scott Thompson 200 7
Corey McKernan 196 250
Ross Glendinning 190 214
Todd Goldstein 190 102
Ken Montgomery 189 2
Peter German 185 201
Wayne Schwass  184 97
Jim Adamson 180 13
Malcolm Blight 178 444
Anthony Rock 178 138
Noel Teasdale 178 71
Matthew Larkin 172 143
Bill Findlay 168 352
Ross Henshaw 167 11
Jock McCorkell 167 5
Jack Ziebell 166 103
Ben Cunnington 165 68
Darren Crocker 165 119
Arnold Briedis 161 279
Ken Dean 159 17
Barry Goodingham 158 47
Corey Jones 157 216
Johnny Gregory 156 5
Sid Dyer 155 321
Donald McDonald 155 165
Shannon Watt 155 9
Shaun Atley 154 27
Jock Spencer 153 475
Michael Gaudion 152 44
Gary Cowton 151 35
Lachlan Hansen 151 81
Johnny Lewis 150 142
Kevin Dynon 149 83
Daniel Harris 149 44
Bernie McCarthy 148 80
Frank Gumbleton 147 19
Jess Sinclair 142 45
Leigh Harding 141 157
Phil Krakouer 141 224
Troy Makepeace 139 37
Gary Farrant 138 88
Wally Carter 137 32
Dally O’Brien 137 63
Daryl O’Brien 135 8
Les  Foote 134 105
Jim Krakouer 134 229
John Waddington 132 30
Don Condon 131 218
Ted Jarrard 131 11
Sam Gibson 130 51
Keith McKenzie 130 12
David Hale 129 119

Paul Feltham 128 78
Peter Steward 126 10
Mark Roberts 125 150
Sam Kekovich 124 228
Scott McMahon 124 28
Peter F. Bell 123 120
Roy Ramsay 123 11
Charlie Cameron 122 19
Gary Dempsey 122 39
Ryan Bastinac 121 66
Gerald Eastmure 121 129
Vic Lawrence 121 21
Steven Icke 120 33
Denis Pagan 120 5
Byron Pickett 120 81
Kevin McMahon 119 11
Darren Steele 119 31
John Brady 118 44
Leigh Brown 118 64
Jamie Macmillan 117 43
Daniel Pratt 116 9
Les Reeves 116 8
Sam Wright 116 56
Barry Cable 115 133
Charlie Skinner 114 7
Jack D. Edwards 114 1
Robert Scott 113 58
Graham Melrose 111 138
Sel Murray 108 411
Bob Brooker 107 41
Albert Mantello 107 25
Jason McCartney 107 15
Hamish McIntosh 107 59
Mick Nolan 107 40
Tom Allison 106 61
Phillip Ryan 106 56
Pat T. Kelly 105 4
Robbie Tarrant 105 42
Leigh Adams 104 72
Leigh Colbert 104 13
Andrew Demetriou 103 47
Neil Doolan 103 18
Jim Malone 102 24
John Reeves 102 36
Saverio Rocca 101 234
Xavier Tanner 100 68
Shane Clayton 99 51
Don Kemp 99 15
Dean Laidley 99 4
John Byrne 98 71
Mick Dowdle 98 89
Phil Baker 97 116
Maurie Wood 97 77
John Burns 95 68
Alastair Clarkson 93 61
Jack Harrison 92 20
Gerald Marchesi 92 112
John McCarthy 92 101
Kym Hodgeman 91 133
Darryl Sutton 91 65
Jose Romero 89 98
Jock Cordner 88 8
Nathan Grima 86 1
Neville Huggins 86 21
Ted Ellis 85 41
John Ibrahim 85 50
Aaron Mullett 85 31
Alf Crump 84 83
Matthew Campbell 82 79
Matthew Capuano 82 24
Peter Jonas 82 115
Barry Cheatley 81 3
Charlie Healy 81 23
Dean McRae 81 25
Martin Pike 81 19
Paul Spargo 81 109
Peter Chisnall 80 14
George Kennedy 80 124
Ray Taylor 80 26
Alan Jarrott 79 31

Robbie Peterson 79 109
John Cassin 78 83
Aaron Edwards 78 122
Leo Francis 78 11
Terry Benton 77 3
Ben Brown 77 154 
Matthew Burton 77 33
Allan Crawford 77 39
Charlie Gaudion 77 9
George Jerram 77 10
Tom Roulent 77 17
Brent Crosswell 76 108
Les Mogg 75 41
Eddie Morcom 75 18
Jack O’Halloran 75 56
Ben Buckley 74 15
Kerry Good 74 150
Levi Greenwood 74 26
Luke McDonald 74 11 
Eric Parkes 74 2
Frank Goode 73 107
Bryan Martyn 73 16
Winston Abraham 72 104
David Dwyer 72 37
Ted Larsen 72 0
Barry Davis 71 54
Leo Dwyer 71 3
Garry English 71 3
John Holt 71 78
John Jenkins 71 44
Mark Arceri 70 102
Doug Farrant 70 110
Alex Ishchenko 70 12
John Rantall 70 2
Arthur Karanicolas 69 55
Keith Robertson 69 9
Alan Carr 66 13
Reg Ryan 66 0
Frank Stubbs 66 17
Joshua Gibson 65 2
Frank Jeeves 65 25
Herb Jones 65 5
Ossie Parks 64 4
Tim Trevaskis 64 26
Roy Sitch 63 2
Nick Dal Santo 62 16 
Jack J. Lynch 62 57
Jack J. Smith 62 26
Phil Kelly 61 42
Barry Allan 61 18
Stuart Anderson 61 20
Graeme Atkins 61 39
Bill Montgomery 61 3
Dick Abikhair 60 2
Ray Johnston 60 13
Stan Radloff 60 6
Len Templar 60 54
Nathan Thompson 60 135
Jack Y. Anderson 59 10
Mark Dawson 59 58
Michael Redenbach 59 40
Bill Russ 59 16
Col Thornton 59 19
Doug Wade 59 223
Jack Allister 58 54
Liam Anthony 58 27
Kevin Bryant 58 38
Alf Lambe 58 2
Bob Matthews 58 32
David Pretty 58 12
Jim Bicknell 57 7
Laurie Icke 57 0
John Perry 57 26
Mick Grambeau 56 53
Mark Hepburn 56 29
Ken Snell 56 21
Glenn Freeborn 55 27
Peter Hamilton 55 0
Kerry Haywood 55 5
Mark Porter 55 7

Max Ritchie 55 7
Mike Delanty 54 12
Fred Fairweather 54 14
Tom Fitzmaurice 54 196
Shannon Motlop 54 31
Doug Smith 54 17
David Ackerly 53 5
Mick Howell 53 15
Jock Lineen 53 1
Bob Pascoe 53 37
Jack Wrout 53 52
Percy Johnson 52 4
Darren Harris 51 28
Peter Keenan 51 18
Bill Nettlefold 51 22
Max (Lewis) Pitchford 51 15
Aaron Black 50 64
Maurice Boyse 50 50
Jeff Chandler 50 4
Stuart Cochrane 50 11
Ted Llewellen 50 31
Don Palmer 50 23
Peter Schofield 50 111

NAME GAMES GOALS NAME GAMES GOALS NAME GAMES GOALS NAME GAMES GOALS

VFL/AFL PREMIERSHIPS
1975, 1977, 1996, 1999 

BROWNLOW MEDAL 
WINNERS
1965  Noel Teasdale  

(retrospective)
1973 & 1974 Keith Greig
1978 Malcolm Blight
1983 Ross Glendinning

TEAM OF THE CENTURY
B:   Glenn Archer 

David Dench  
Michael Martyn

HB:   John Rantall 
Ross Glendinning 
Ted Jarrard

C:   Keith Greig 
Les Foote 
Laurie Dwyer

HF:   Malcolm Blight  
Wayne Carey  
Wayne Schimmel-
busch

FF:   John Dugdale 
Jock Spencer 
Allen Aylett

Foll:   Noel Teasdale  
Anthony Stevens  
Barry Cable

Int:    Brent Crosswell 
Barry Davis 
Peter Steward 
Sam Kekovich 
Brent Harvey 
Jim Krakouer

COACH: Denis Pagan

Emg:    David King 
John Blakey 
Wayne Schwass 
Gary Dempsey
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HONOUR BOARDLIFE MEMBERS

PATRONS
Bob Ansett
Andrew Carter
Rayden Crawley
Simon Crean
Mark Dawson
Peter de Rauch
Kerry Good
Stephen Head
Alan Johnson
Peter Johnstone*
John Magowan
Albert Mantello
Gregory Miller
Ken Montgomery
Dennis Morgan
Robert Smith*
Francis Trainor

LIFE MEMBERS
John Adams*
Jim Adamson*
Brett Allison
Stan Alves
Bob Ansett
Glenn Archer
Allen Aylett OBE
Marjorie Aylett
Phil Baker
Keith Ballantyne*
Ron Barassi AM
Syd Barker Snr*
G Barnett*
R Beach*
E Bean*
Perc Bennett*
Dick Bentick*
David Berman*
Wally Berry*
John Blakey
Malcolm Blight
Jack Bourke*
J Bracken*
Mick Bradley*
Arnold Briedis
Maurie Brophy*
John Burns
John Byrne
Barry Cable

Joe Cahill*
Arthur Calwell* MHR
Charles Cameron*
Frank Carey
Wayne Carey
Andrew Carter
Edna Carter*
Jim Carter
Wally Carter*
Ron Casey* AM MBE
John Cassin
Jack Castle*
Barry Cheatley
Peter Chisnall
Don Condon*
James Connoley*
Jim Cook*
C Corrigan*
Gary Cowton
W “Pop” Cranston*
Marie Craven*
Darren Crocker
Dave Cronin*
Peter Cross
Brent Crosswell
Bat Curran*
Edward Cusack*
Frank Cusack*
Ray Davies*
Barry Davis
Pat Davis*
Mark Dawson
Peter de Rauch
Ken Dean
David Dench
Aub Devlyn
Basil Doolan*
Neil Doolan*
Gerard Dowling
John Dugdale
Laurie Dwyer*
Leo Dwyer*
Sid Dyer*
Kevin Dynon
JT Edmonds*
Jack Edwards*
LJ English*
Ian Fairley
Garry Farrant
Paul Feltham
William Findlay*
Michael Firrito
Elsie Flynn*
Les Foote*
Judy Francis*
Ken Franklin*
E Frimley*
James Gardiner*
Charlie Gaudion*

Michael Gaudion
Peter German
Ross Glendinning
Ray Goldspink*
Todd Goldstein
Kerry Good
Barry Goodingham
John Grant*
Shannon Grant
D Gregory*
Johnny Gregory*
Keith Greig MBE
Frank Gumbleton
Bruce Hannan
Jim Hannan*
Lachlan Hansen
Leigh Harding
Charles Hardy*
Tim Harrington
G Harrison*
Graham Hartman
Brent Harvey
Jack Heffernan*
Harold Henderson*
Ross Henshaw
Brian Hoare*
Lloyd Holyoak
Rich Homsey*
Ron House*
Stephen Icke
E Jackson*
Ted Jarrard*
Alan Johnson
Peter Johnstone*
Corey Jones
Herb Jones*
E Jordan*
Ron Joseph
Ern Kaiser*
Peter Keenan
Sam Kekovich
Pat Kelly*
Don Kemp*
David Kennedy
Michael Kennedy
Bert Kimpton*
David King
John King
James Knight
Bruce Lalor
Matthew Larkin
John Law
Robert Lee*
John Lewis*
Arthur Ley*
Bill Liddy
John Longmire
Bill Lowerson
Pat Lynch*

Allan Maas*
John Magowan
Jim Malone
Harold Maloney*
Albert Mantello
Ray Markillie*
Alex Marr*
M Marr*
S Marry*
Eric Marshall*
TS Marshall*
Brian Martyn*
Michael Martyn
Stephen McCann
Bernie McCarthy
Jock McCorkell*
Donald McDonald
Gordon McDonald
Sandy McDonald*
Ron McIntosh*
J McKay*
A McKellin*
Keith McKenzie
Corey McKernan
W “Billy” McLean*
Jack McLeod*
Kevin McMahon
John Meere*
B Miers*
Greg Miller
Ken Montgomery
Roger Moore
Tom Moran*
Dennis Morgan
Joe Morrison*
Tom Mulcahy*
Jim Murray*
Sel Murray*
Bill Nettlefold
Mick Nolan*
Kevin Oakley*
Darryl O’Brien
H “Dally” O’Brien*
H Odggers*
Pat O’Neill*
Kevin Owens*
Denis Pagan
W Palmer*
Drew Petrie
Eli Phillips*
Roy Ramsay
John Rantall
George Ravenhall*
George Rawle*
Brady Rawlings
Les Reeves*
Cyril Riley*
Max Ritchie
Anthony Rock

Les Ross*
Victor Rubeo*
Reginald Ryan*
Max Ryan
Brady Scanlon
Wayne  
Schimmelbusch
Wayne Schwass
Craig Scholl
Adam Simpson
Charlie Skinner*
Harry Sleeth*
Fred Sleeth*
G Smith*
Kevin Smith*
Robert Smith*
Ross Smith
W Smith*
Jock Spencer*
Anthony Stevens
A Stewart*
John Stewart*
M Stewart*
Max Stone
Paddy Sullivan*
Darryl Sutton
Andrew Swallow
N Tarrant*
Xavier Tanner
Noel Teasdale
Lindsay Thomas
Stan Thomas* MBE
Bevan Thompson*
C Thompson*
Roy Thompson*
Scott Thompson
PThomson*
A “Phone” Tobin*
Francis Trainor
A “Tony” Trainor*
Frank Trainor*
A “Tim” Trevaskis*
Mick Tyrell*
Harry Unglik
J Vallance*
Doug Wade
Shannon Watt
Daniel Wells
Lance Williams
W Williams*
WJ Woodbridge*
Alf Woodham*
Alf Woodington*
John Wymer*

*Deceased
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SUPPORTER GROUPS
We thank all groups for their continued 
support in 2017 and beyond.

ARDEN STREET SUPPORTERS GROUP 
graeme.siede@bigpond.com
BLUE ROOS
nmfcblueroos@gmail.com
NMFC CHEER SQUAD  
NthMelbcheersquad@live.com.au
PENINSULA SUPPORTERS GROUP  
lcubitt@bigpond.net.au

SA SUPPORTERS GROUP
peta.cris@bigpond.com
TASMANIAN SUPPORTER GROUP
aaronr6@postoffice.utas.edu.au
WA SUPPORTERS GROUP 
scottywiper@arach.net.au

Andrew Harris
Chris Mc Grath
Christopher Ride
David Rogalsky
David Trumino
Gordon Hoen
Michael Tobin
Paul Adams

Rick Woods
Rod Teggelove
Rodney Piltz 
Ted Hatzakortzian
Vas Nikolovski
Veki Brdjanin

Philip Allison
Steve Bargiev
Andrew Bethune
Jason Blackman
Dan Blair
Jenny Bourke
Dwayne Bourne
John (Jack) Bowen
Mark Brayshaw
Cade Brown
Don Calleja
Brian Calleja
David Chigwidden
Carl Dilena
Justin Docherty
Scott Dowsett
Peita Duncan
Greg Dunstan
Paul Dwyer
Graeme Edwards

Rob Eskinazi
Brendan Farrugia
Russell Harding
John Holt
Anthony Honeyman
Sonja Hood
Fulvio Inserra
Bev Jennings
Adrian Kinderis
Bernard Lee
Brett Lethborg
Geoff Lewis
John Lister
Daniel Livingston
Les Lynch
John Magowan
Stephen Martyn
Michael McGarry
Cameron McIntyre
Justin Metcalf

David Moon
Aaron Morrison
Stephen Moss
Trevor O’Hoy
Mark O’Keeffe
Craig Parsell
Leigh Penberthy
Mark Perkins
Bill Perry
Darren Porra
Peter Purcell
Aaron Ramsay
Gary Robb
David Rogalsky
Grant Rowlands
Mark Ruff
David Sanders
Michael Scalzo
Brady Scanlon
Jeff Simmelmann

Michelle Skinner
Guy Skinner
Ian Solomon
Rod Teggelove
Michael Tobin
Sean Triplett
Robyn Wignall
Adam Wilson
Brad Wood
David Wright
SHINBONER  
NETWORK MEMBERS:
Charles Bongiovanni
Christopher Chan
Ron Cohen
Paul Dwyer
Brendan Farrugia
Darren Fenech
Michael Hermans
Dale Holmes

Owen Johnson
Peter Kakos
Murray Lawson
Bernard  Lee
Mark Lisle
Peter Micevski
Keith Millar
Andrew Mirams
Darren Moon
Denis O’Callaghan
Robert Pavlovic
Paul Razga
Scott Reynolds
Tony Rule
Joe Rumoro
Jeff Simmelmann
Peter Smith
Leigh Stafford
Adam Treloar
Adam Trevaskis

NORTH MELBOURNE FOOTBALL C
LU

BNORTH MELBOURNE FOOTBALL C
LU

BTHE SHINBONER CLUBTHE SHINBONER CLUB

North Melbourne’s Match Committee members receive the 
ultimate inner-sanctum experience. With unprecedented 
VIP access on game days including Brad Scott’s pre-game 
coaches address, change room access, a coaches box 
experience and invitations to exclusive events throughout 
the year, you will get to meet North’s CEO, Chairman and 
other key members of the Club.  Members of this exclusive 
coterie group are extremely limited. 

Members of this exclusive coterie group receive invitations to inner-sanctum events and functions with 
North players, coaches and key personnel, whilst contributing towards the sustainability, resourcing and 
growth of the club.

All money raised through the Shinboner Club is reinvested in the football department to strengthen the 
areas including AFL, VFL, AFLW and facilities. 

For Further details, contact Robert Privitera on(03) 9320 2465 or Robert.privitera@nmfc.com.au

2017 COTERIES
THANK YOU TO OUR 2017  
JUMPER CLUB MEMBERS:

2. MARLEY WILLIAMS
• Whybrow Fabrications

4. SHAUN HIGGINS
• Cody Cline
• David Cater

5. BEN JACOBS
• Marian & Stephen George
•  NMFC Peninsula Supporters 

Group
•  Fred & Fay Sands + The Rowe 

Family

6. LACHLAN HANSEN
• Pamela & Kerry Hoobin
• Brendan & Aydan Garrett
• Gordon Family

7. JACK ZIEBELL
• Les Ross
• Robert Pavlovic
• Par Taps
• Just Teatowels 

8. NATHAN HROVAT
• Robert Pavlovic
• Cimac Carpentry

9. ANDREW SWALLOW
• Peter Lim
•  Frankston City Milk 

Distributors - PTY LTD The 
Porra Family 

10. BEN CUNNINGTON
• Aaron Dunton
•  Right Eng / A.T. Cumming 

Farrier PTY LTD.
• Kids Company

11. LUKE MCDONALD
• Comvision Australia
•  Maree, Mark and Melanie 

Dunn
• Spirito Constructions P/L 

12. LINDSAY THOMAS
• Julie Allen & John Schwager
• William White

13. RYAN CLARKE
•  Lauren & Pat Toner & Janet 

Fox
• Brady Scanlon
• Georgina Fuller 

14 TRENT DUMONT
•  Aussie Home Loans Altona - 

Travis Truter
• Julie Harris

15. PAUL AHERN
•  North Melbourne Past Players 

& Officials Association

16. SCOTT THOMPSON
•  AlexKarBon Real Estate - 

Charles Bongiovanni
•  Gastrocare Gastroenterology - 

Adam Testro 

17. AARON MULLET
• Arden St Supporters Group
• Kangaroos Court

18. SHAUN ATLEY
•  Atley’s Crew - Turton, Armour, 

Rendell and Wardell
•  ANZ Mobile Lending - 

Essendon 

19. SAM WRIGHT
• Muk Hair Care PTY LTD
•  Fred & Fay Sands + The Rowe 

Family

21. JY SIMPKIN
• Adam & Jocelyn O’Keefe
• Benton Family
•  Bioenhance PTY LTD - Greg 

Moody + Rod Bourke
• John Aaron & Sam La Spina

22. TODD GOLDSTEIN
• Arden St Supporters Group 

23. BEN MCKAY
• Andrew Peace Wines

24. SAM DURDIN
• CCALM Investments
• Brad & Natalie Watkins
• Anthony Igri 

25. ROBBIE TARRANT
• Grounded House
• Uniq Group 

26. DANIEL NIELSON
• #RooBiz 

27. TAYLOR GARNER
• WA Supporter Group
• Centre In Financial Planning
• GA Black & Co

28. KAYNE TURNER
• Dan Denning
• Arden St Supporters Group
•  Fred & Fay Sands + The Rowe 

Family
• Peaka Station

30. JARRAD WAITE
•  North Melbourne Cheer 

Squad
• Nelson Financial 

31. BRAYDON PREUSS
• Aquatap Plumbing
• Kids Company 

32. MASON WOOD
• Lindsay Ball & Jacqui Carton
• Chris Guz - Hardware Supply

33. ED VICKERS-WILLIS
•  North Melbourne Cheer 

Squad
• Lisa Ryan & Natalie Mayne
• John Wohlers Jewellers

34. JAMIE MACMILLAN
•  Megan & Wayne Goldspink & 

Shirley & John MacCuspie
•  MAP Real Estate - Michael 

Furlong
•  Essendon Doutta Stars 

Football Club

35. DECLAN WATSON
• Haydn Civil Design
• Caedman Constructions
•  Bakers Delight North 

Melbourne

36. JOSH WILLIAMS
•  NMFC Peninsula Supporters 

Group
• Mendes Family

37. WILL FORDHAM
• 2 Moons Financial Solutions
• OBRIEN CARS
• Peter Mowson

38. MAJAK DAW
• Wispar PTY LTD

39. MITCHELL HIBBERD
• Ash Monro
• Chapman + Co Accounting

40. NICK LARKEY
• J & L Meats Prahran Market
• Kyan & Tyler Barclay

41. COREY WAGNER
• Big Footy NMFC Supporters
• Sarah Hutchinson

42. DECLAN MOUNTFORD
• Alliance Advisers

43. SAM GIBSON
• Quinlan Family  

44. CAMERON ZURHAAR
• #RooBiz  

45. OSCAR JUNKER
• CSG Homes
• Big Footy NMFC Supporters 

46. MATTHEW TAYLOR
•  Global Resource Trading 

Company 

50. BEN BROWN
•  North Melbourne Cheer 

Squad
• Tecvantedge

DARREN CROCKER
• Michael Clemenger

HAMISH MCINTOSH
• Uniq Group

2017 JUMPER CLUB MEMBERS

The Jumper Club is the perfect way to gain access to the inner 
sanctum of the North Melbourne Football Club, and personally 
get to know a player of your choice.

Start your journey by sponsoring a new recruit, or join in on the 
ride with one of North’s most seasoned professionals. 

With a number of new categories of player sponsorship coming 
in 2018, now is the perfect time to join the Jumper Club and 
receive an experience you will never forget. 

For more information, please contact Peter Dalla Rosa: 
Phone: (03) 9320 2448 
Email: Peter.DallaRosa@nmfc.com.au

For Further details, contact Donald McDonald on (03) 9320 2434 or Donald.McDonald@nmfc.com.au

Adrian Kinderis 
Bev Jennings 
Brad Wood 
Mark Ruff 
Paul Dwyer 

2017 CHAIRMAN’S CLUB
A newly created coterie group empowering the Club to invest heavily in achieving sustainable growth within 
the Football Department. Members of the Chairman’s Club are invited to an official inner sanctum luncheon 
with Chairman, Ben Buckley, Managing Director and CEO  Carl Dilena, a select Coach and key North personal. 
Members will also have the opportunity to attend a Player Coterie Dinner with select Football Staff, and a 
premium match day experience. Tailored packages are available.

For Further details, contact Donald McDonald on (03) 9320 2434 or Donald.McDonald@nmfc.com.au
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2018
RD  OPPONENT DATE TIME VENUE  H/A  TV  
1    Gold Coast SUNS Saturday, March 24 6.25pm Cazalys Stadium A FOX

2    St Kilda Friday, March 30 4.20pm Etihad Stadium H 7

3    Melbourne Saturday, April 7 2.10pm MCG A FOX

4    Carlton Saturday, April 14 7.25pm Blundstone Arena H 7

5    Hawthorn Sunday, April 22 3.20pm Etihad Stadium H 7

6    Port Adelaide Saturday, April 28 2.10pm Etihad Stadium H FOX

7    Sydney Swans Saturday, May 5 7.25pm SCG A FOX

8    Richmond Sunday, May 13 1.10pm Etihad Stadium H FOX

9    GWS GIANTS Saturday, May 19 1.45pm Blundstone Arena H FOX

10    Fremantle Sunday, May 27 2.40pm Perth Stadium A FOX

11    Brisbane Lions Sunday, June 3 1.10pm Etihad Stadium H FOX

12    Geelong Cats Saturday, June 9 1.45pm GMHBA A FOX

13    Bye - - - - -

14    Western Bulldogs Saturday, June 23 7.25pm Etihad Stadium A 7

15    Essendon Sunday, July 1 3.20pm Etihad Stadium A 7

16    Gold Coast SUNS Sunday, July 8 1.10pm Etihad Stadium H FOX

17    Sydney Swans Sunday, July 15 3.20pm Etihad Stadium H 7

18    Collingwood Saturday, July 21 1.45pm MCG A FOX

19    West Coast Eagles Sunday, July 29 1.10pm Blundstone Arena H FOX

20    Brisbane Lions Saturday, August 4 2.10pm The Gabba A FOX

21    Western Bulldogs Sunday, August 12 1.10pm Etihad Stadium H FOX

22    Adelaide Crows Sunday, August 19 4.10pm Adelaide Oval A FOX

23    St Kilda TBC TBC Etihad Stadium A TBC

FIXTURE HIGHLIGHTS
• Good Friday retained 
• No finalists until Round 6
•  Two bottom 5 sides twice:  

Gold Coast, Brisbane
• One top 6 side twice: Sydney
•  Home matches against St 

Kilda, Carlton, Hawthorn and 

Richmond in first 10 Rounds
•  Indigenous Round home game 

(Round 11)
• One trip to Perth (Round 10)
• One trip to Adelaide (Round 22)
• No back-to-back six day breaks

POSSIBLE PLAYER MILESTONES
• Todd Goldstein 200 – Round 10
• Trent Dumont 50 – Round 11
• Kayne Turner 50 - Round 15
• Taylor Garner 50 – Round 17
• Shaun Higgins 200 – Round 18
• Jarrad Waite 250 – Round 20
• Marley Williams 100 – Round 20

#CommittedToTheGame
CANTERBURY,            ,             and COMMITTED TO THE GAME are registered trade marks of Canterbury Limited.  © Canterbury Limited 2017.  All rights reserved.

TRAIN FOR YOUR GAME
SAMMY BREMNER

*Conditions apply.




